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PREFACE

T is probable that some considerable time must elapse
before it will be possible for a complete account to be
written of the developments in the story of modern China
which have resulted in the present situation. Nor is it to
be supposed that the numerous complications of recent
inside history can be fully elucidated within the limits of
a single volume. It is hoped, however, that some value
may attach to a plain record of events set down in the
perspective in which they have appeared to the present
writer, who has been living amongst them and enjoyed
opportunity for some considerable intercourse with men of
different shades of opinion in both political camps. It
only seems necessary to add in this connection that, though
writing from Peking and Tientsin, I have striven to avoid
giving undue prominence to the Northern point of view.

In the matter of acknowledgments, apart from those due
to Chinese friends and others, whose names it would be
indiscreet to mention, I have to express my deep sense of
obligation to Sir John Jordan, His Majesty’s Minister in
Peking, for authorising the use of several of the excellent
translations of documents prepared by the able staff of the
Legation’s Chinese Secretariat. In the same connection I
am indebted for assistance to my friend Mr. E. G. Jamieson,
of H.M. Consular Service, and to the foreign Press in
China in the few cases where I have been unable to secure
copies of the original text.

I also desire to express my acknowledgments to my friend
Lieut.-Colonel M. E. Willoughby, 2nd Lancers (Gardner’s
Horse), lately Military Attaché to H.M. Legation at Peking,
for information and technical suggestions in connection with
the military operations at and about Hankow.
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I have also to record my indebtedness to the Press of
China, on which I have freely drawn for details which were
otherwise beyond my reach; to Mr. M. Morikawa, of the
China Tribune, for information from Japanese sources;
to the Editor of the Peking and Tientsin Times for
permission to reproduce the account of Mr. Sowerby’s
expedition which appears in Appendix A; to the Editor
of The Times for permission to include a translation by
“A Student of Chinese” which appeared in The T'imes of
February 20th, 1912; and to the Editor of the Economist
for permission to utilise portions of three articles contributed
to that journal.

In the matter of illustrations I have to thank my friend
Mr. H. J. W. Marshall, of the Imperial Railways of North
China, and Messrs. C. E. le Munyon, R. Gartner, Franz
Scholtz, and Yamamoto, photographers, of Peking and
Tientsin, for permission to reproduce from photographs
taken by them. For all other photographs I have to
content myself with a general acknowledgment, as they
have been procured through friends in different parts of
China, and their source is unknown to me.

In conclusion, I venture to ask the indulgence of readers
towards any traces of haste, many instances of which must,
I fear, be only too apparent. At the time I undertook the
task of providing the MS. for the following pages I had
not foreseen certain abnormal professional and private calls,
which have much shortened my time and prevented that
final revision which I should have desired, and which in an
account of contemporary events is so essential to the
preservation of just proportions.

P. H. K.

August 28th, 1912.
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THE PASSING OF THE MANCHUS

CHAPTER I
THE OLD CONDITIONS

HISTORY in which the Revolution in China is the
central fact would appear at first sight to be the
record of a series of dramatic events rapidly culminating
in a profound change in political institutions. In the
course of & few months the last of the great Oriental
despotisms has passed away. The Throne of Ch’ienlung,
of Yunglo, of Kublai Khan, the grandson of Genghis,
conqueror of half Asia and menace to medisval Europe,
and of many another commanding figure in & story which
goes back to the dawn of history, has crumbled and
ceased to be. In its stead has reared itself, for the moment
at any rate, a Government in name, a Republic, the em-
bodiment, in political theory, of Equality and Freedom.

But the Revolution stands for something more than
these things. It represents not only a revolt against
intolerably bad government and the expression of intense
racial hatred, with their resulting change. It is also the
manifestation of the working of that stern law of nature
which decrees that nations must progress or lose their
place.

Thus three distinct causes have been at work, and if we
would form a just appreciation of .the significance of recent
events and a reasonable understanding of the problems of
the present and future, we must submit to a brief refer-
ence to the conditions on which they have been operating.
At the risk of traversing well-worn paths, we must remind
ourselves of the characteristic elements of China’s history.
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2 THE PASSING OF THE MANCHUS

We must recall the nature of her civilisation and insti-
tutions. For it is these things which constitute the
ground-work of the story and form the foundations on
which the modern forces, having destroyed the old
structure, are now busily essaying the task of building
the new.

““The present,” wrote Bishop Stubbs, ¢ is deeply rooted
in the past.” And true of English political evolution, it
can be no less true of the conditions of a country where
much of another and a very different age, often in its
pristine form, is with us still. ‘The China of to-day,”
wrote Mr. Morse as lately as 1907, but with especial
reference to Chinese administration, “is with minor
differences the China of the past.” A few years earlier,
certainly within & generation, Mr. Morse might have
written safely in general terms.

This relatively advanced state was reached many cen-
turies ago. Contemporaneous with the age of Greek
culture, while Rome was yet an infant city and the rest
of Europe in a condition of barbarism, the Chinese were
a civilised race. Many years before the Christian era they
had evolved, under the name of Taoism, a set of principles
and a mystic teaching based on the writings of Laotzu,
which formed a not altogether despicable substitute for
a religion, while in Confucianism they enjoyed a sound
philosophy. Under these influences the arts of peace
gradually achieved the first place among the national
ideas. The application of principles of reason to the re-
lationships of daily life, the adjustment of differences by
discussion, and the cultivation of respect for age and
learning, became . cardinal principles.

It seems hardly necessary to repeat these things, so well
known are they to everyone with even the most superficial
acquaintance with China and her history. Baut, on the
other hand, it is perhaps not easy to obtain a clear-cut
impression of the basic elements of the New China without
bringing together within & brief compass a few of the
more salient features of the old.

8o far we have only suggested in general terms some of
the moral aspects of the national life. To turn now to
other sides. Socially the unit was the family, as opposed to
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the individual, with its characteristics of patria potestas,
adoption that continuity might be preserved and provision
made by those who were childless for their subsequent
worship in the Ancestral Hall, and a species of common
inheritance whereby, save in exceptional cases, the family
property is maintained undivided.

In the material world the Chinese were industrious and
thrifty. Primarily expert husbandmen, they also achieved
considerable skill in the mechanical arts, and many
monuments, the list headed by the Great Wall, survive
to testify to their marvellous engineering skill. Nor were
they behindhand in the matter of political institutions.
The feudalism which had prevailed in early times dis-
appeared in the third century before Christ, and thence on-
ward the country was united under the rule of an Emperor,
whose decrees were the law of the land to which men
owed and yielded implicit obedience. Few things indeed
are more striking than the resignation with which down to
the last few years the Imperial commands, no matter how
capricious or unjust, have been fulfilled. Without trial,
often without being allowed & word in their defence, men
have gone to their death at the bidding of the Vermilion
Pencil, unquestioning.

For the convenience of government the country was
divided and subdivided into administrative areas, ruled
by officials appointed by the Throne. But though in
theory the people had no share in the government, in
practice they largely governed themselves. A country
in the main of village communities, they developed the
communal instincts and the principle of collective as
opposed to individual responsibility, obtaining in a sub-
stantial degree the management of local affairs. But they
also got far beyond this. A polity came into existence
which, despite an autocratic rule, engendered the spirit of
democracy. With the exception of the descendants of
Confucius, and in more recent times the Manchu princes
and a few modern creations, China has no hereditary
aristocracy. Thus officials were of necessity recruited from
among the people, a condition of affairs that early resulted
in the adoption of the principle that learning, or to be
more precise, caligraphy, literary style and mastery of
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the Chinese classical writings, should be the qualification
for official life. From this it followed that, inasmuch as
the acquisition of learning, in the Chinese sense, was
mainly a matter of intense application and the system
of examinations scrupulously fair, it was possible for the
children even of the poor to open to themselves a career
which might lead to the highest positions in the country.
It is true that during recent years there has been a sad
falling away from this glorious tradition, and the possession
of money and influence has made it possible to enter
official life. But formerly, with rare exceptions and
subject to the inevitable selection of a proportion of the
officials from amongst the members of the dominant race
in times of alien dynasties, learning was the only door.

Finally, perhaps the most eloquent testimony to the
superiority and strength of Chinese civilisation is to be
found in the fact that the civilisations of China’s foreign
conquerors, Tartar, Mongol, and Manchu, have one after
another been absorbed.

Once reached, however, the point which such a con-
dition of things indicates was not passed. As far as
progress in the true sense was concerned, the Chinese
seemed to have achieved their destiny. Dynasties rose
and fell, leaving the characteristic elements of life and
thought unchanged. The Chinese had reached that stage
in their history as a nation when all forward impulse
appeared to have been exhausted. They had become what
historians of political institutions call a stationary society.

Of this apparently inexplicable state of affairs the Rev.
Arthur Smith supplies a delightfully simple, if somewhat
unscientific, explanation. ‘ What the Occidental insists
upon knowing,” he says, “is why the Chinese did not
continue to improve when they had once entered upon
the upward path. And this is one of the standing puzzles
of Chinese history. To the Chinese, however, there is no
mystery, and nothing whatever to be explained. It was
& pithy saying of President Wayland to & class of boys
whom he addressed, that * When a thing is as good as it
can be, you cannot make it better.’” If Dr. Wayland had
been the first of the long line of Chinese sages, he could
not more aptly have expressed the underlying subsuamption
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which has always dwelt in the Chinese national con-
sciousness.”

The time was to come, however, when the Chinese would
require to awake to a sense of their limitations and
endeavour to fulfil the conditions that were demanded for
their continued existence on the plane of & great State.
The world, which China had once led, was destined to
overtake and pass her with rapid strides.

The demands of the laws of nature which prescribe the
course of evolution and control the destinies of men may
not be denied. The time comes when a people either must
progress or fall behind. History, indeed, holds many
examples. One by one, as its pages have unfolded, the
great customary empires of the East, stationary societies
every one of them, have been shorn of their ancient glories,
and have shrunk before the progressive civilisation of the
West. China alone of those links with the distant and
picturesque past has retained her polity and something of
her former state. Hitherto she has been to some extent
successful in resisting the insidious process of decay. By
yielding in a measure to the demands of the modern world
she has maintained a precarious place. But her resistance
has been in the main along the old lines, and it has long
been evident that this could not continue. In one form or
another & great change had to come, and the forces that
made for it have produced the realisation of its necessity.

Thus the history of the Revolution becomes the story of
an inevitable change consequent on the alteration in the
world relationships of the Chinese people. It is the record
of the permeation, or the partial permeation, of new ideas
through a population, or a section of a population, said to
approach four hundred millions,* and the adoption of strange
forms. It is the tale of a nation’s struggle for efficiency
and for the qualities that make for strength. It is the
inquiry into the working of new forces on & social order
which for all practical purposes is of the patriarchal type,
and which has been virtually fixed for two thousand years.

How far exactly this change has gone; how far the people
are imbued with the new ideas; whether this great up-

* The latest census puts the population at three hundred and twenty
millions, but foreign estimates are higher.
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heaval represents a universal feeling for progress or is
merely the temporary response by the unreasoning masses
to the call of a small minority realising something of their
country’s needs; the extent of the influence and the honesty
of purpose of the protagonists in the new scheme of things;
whether the time has yet arrived when representative in-
stitutions can be readily assimilated ; whether a Republic
can be the permanent form of government for a people
whose democracy, wide as it is, has only grown under the
shadow of an autocratic hand, or for a people who for
generations have regarded the occupant of the Dragon
Throne as the Son of Heaven—these questions have to
be squarely faced, with all that they imply. According to
their answer, material for which, it is hoped, will be found
at least in part in the following pages, may be gauged the
measure of success that will attend the Revolution.



CHAPTER 1II
ASPIRATIONS TOWARDS PROGRESS

HE process which has been called the Awakening of
China has been the result of the operation of external
forces on the condition of things which has just been
described. But although there had been occasional inter-
course with the outside world, dating even from classical
times, and missionary and trade relations of varying extent
had existed since the sixteenth century, it was long before
the points of contact became sufficiently large to produce
any appreciable influence. For all practical purposes, prior
to the conclusion of the treaty of Nanking in 1842 they
were confined, with the exception of the limited connections
of the Roman and Greek Churches in Peking, to the narrow
area of the business establishments at Canton known as
the foreign factories, and to the Portuguese settlement of
Macao. Nor were other conditions more favourable to the
growth of new ideas. Under the old scheme of things in
China the trader occupied the least honourable place, and
‘was therefore the last person to be allowed to exert an
influence, while receptivity of foreign suggestions could
scarcely have been described as a Chinese characteristic.
On the contrary, the Chinese attitude, when it was not
one of active hostility, was one of contemptuous tolerance.
At that time no doubt was entertained as to the relative
degree of enlightenment between the black-haired race and
the men from afar. China, in the language of the country,
was the Middle Kingdom, and the rest of mankind were
outer barbarians. The idea that the East might some day
learn the lessons of the West would have been unthinkable.
It might have been supposed that the military superiority
displayed in the operations which had resulted in the Treaty
v
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of Nanking, the opening of five ports to foreign residence
and trade, and the cession of Hongkong to Great Britain,
would have done something to dissipate such ideas. But
this does not seem to have been the case, and all the
evidence is clear to show that seventy years ago the Chinese
were in the state of mind in which they had been for
several centuries, and were fully intending to continue in
the same path.

As tinre went on and more ports were opened to foreign
trade, and foreigners came to China in increasing numbers,
certain material, as opposed to mental and moral, progress
was achieved. The keen business instinct of the people
began to respond to the advantages of many Western in-
ventions, with the result that at the Treaty Ports the
Chinese soon began to assimilate foreign things. But the
heart of the country remained entirely uninfluenced,
the official attitude unchanged. It is true that in the
late sixties there were for a time indications of a desire
on the part of the Government to create a better under-
standing with foreign nations and to embark the country
on the path of regeneration and reform. In 1867 a mission
was formed to visit foreign countries and promote improved
relationships, but unfortunately its head, Mr. Burlingame,
the United States Minister, died at 8t. Petersburg, and it
produced but little result. The second experiment, which
was more successful, was the sending of students abroad for
education, a progressive move which was largely due to a
Chinese of the name of Yung Wing. As a small boy of
humble origin, Dr. Yung Wing, as he subsequently became,
had been taken into the Morrison School in Canton, which
commemorates the great English translator of the Bible.
Subsequently he was one of four Chinese boys taken to
America by Dr. 8. R. Brown, the then head of the school,
and educated at Yale. Dr. Yung Wing graduated in 1854,
and, acquiring some influence, succeeded in 1871 in inducing
the Government to adopt a scheme for sending students
abroad. The sentiment that inspired its acceptance, how-
ever, soon disappeared, and despite its favourable start the
scheme failed to achieve its great promise. It was limited
to a comparatively small number of students, and even
these were destined for many years after their return home
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to be regarded with suspicion and denied opportunity. The
fact was that the country and officials had not as yet begun
to move out of the old and narrow groove. Indeed, one
of the most striking demonstrations of unprogressive
instinct and prejudice had yet to be given. In 1877 a
short narrow-gauge railway between Shanghai and Woo-
sung, a little pioneer line, was ruthlessly destroyed, its rails
torn up, and, together with the rolling stock, dumped on
the beach of Formosa, where it was left to rot and decay,
while on the site of the Shanghai station, as & protest
against the sacrilege of the sacred soil of China, was erected
a temple to the Queen of Heaven.

In a sense, however, this incident, which, to be just, must
be attributed, inexcusable though it was, in part to resent-
ment against the methods which had been employed by the
foreigners interested in the scheme, may be said to have
marked the lowest reading in the barometer of modern
progress. In the north, Tong King S8ing,* the founder
of the China Merchants’ Steam Navigation Company, had
enlisted the support of Li Hung Chang, the great Viceroy
of Chihli, in a colliery project in the Kaiping coalfield and
the construction of a railway to connect it with the sea.
At first, of course, great and frequently foolish opposition
was experienced, but in the end a start was made. Even
then, however, the march of progress was painfully slow.
Only by 1888 was the railway allowed to be carried to
Tientsin, & distance of eighty miles, and that only on
strategic grounds. Beyond this, and the laying in 1881
of the first telegraph cable between Shanghai and Tientsin,
which proved the foundation of the great telegraph system
now worked throughout the length and breadth of the
country, and the construction of some inconsiderable
harbour works at Kelung, in Formosa, and a section of
railway designed by the enlightened governor, Liu Ming
Chuan, to open up the island, the principal item of progress
in the next few years was the establishment of a few cotton
mills at Shanghai.

The results of the Japanese War, however, rudely
surprised China from her lethargy, and it is from the
humiliating treaty of peace concluded at Shimonoseki in

* Tong King 8ing had also been educated in the Morrison School.
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1895, that the modern industrial history of China may be
said to date. At last, into the minds of a few prominent
men beyond the influence of the Treaty Ports the idea was
driven that there was something lacking in .the material
conditions of the country, and chequered as has been the
subsequent course of industrialism in China, the stream has
at least flowed in the general direction of the creation of an
industrial country on Western lines.

Political evolution has followed in much the same path,
though the first stirrings of a political consciousness were
of considerably later date than the more material side of
progress advocated by such men as Tong King Sing. And
not unnaturally so. Aspirations to political reform and
change are entertained at no small measure of risk under
Oriental despotisms. The atmosphere of autocracy is not
favourable to the growth of that discussion of abstract
principles which Mr. Bagehot, in one of his illuminating
writings, tells us makes for progress. The Imperial resent-
ment is ruthless and rapid. From the Decrees of the
Vermilion Pencil there is no appeal, and men who offend
can only suffer, clad in the dignity of silence.

To Sun Wen, better known as Dr. Sun Yat Sen, appears
to belong the honour of being the first to devote his life
openly to the modern movement for political reform. Born
in the province of Kuangtung in 1867, in his youth he
became converted to Christianity, and under missionary
auspices acquired a knowledge of English and a taste for
medicine and surgery. The founding of a medical school
at Hongkong about this time gave him the opportunity of
securing a qualification.

In 1892 he commenced practice as & physician and
surgeon in the Portuguese Colony of Macao. There,
according to authorised statements, Sun Wen came in
contact, almost accidentally, with a recently formed band
of men of progressive tendencies, with whom he found
himself in sympathy, and ultimately became intimately
associated. According to other authorities, who may be
more just to his achievements than he is willing to be
to himself, Sun Wen had long been fired with the
ambition to remedy the evils of the social conditions
of China, the corruption of officials, and the weakness
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of the people. The idea took root in his mind that the
remedy lay in political equality. He was acquainted with
the freedom which exists under British rule. He also had
some knowledge of American Republican ideals, and he
thought to apply these things to China.

He therenpon founded the Hsing Chung Hui, and
became connected with the Ko Lao Hui and the San
Ho Hui, the famous Triad, and other secret societies.
Steadily gaining adherents, his principles began to be
known more widely, while he himself came to be re-
garded as a dangerous man in official eyes.

This period of Dr. Sun Yat Sen’s career, and the first
stage in the reform movement on the basis of what after-
wards developed into Republican aspirations, came to an
end in 1895. At this time, as a result of the wave of
feeling, almost of horror, which passed over the country
after China’s defeat in the Chino-Japanese War, the
Emperor was reported favourably disposed towards reform.
A petition for the redress of grievances had therefore been
prepared in Canton, extensively signed, and forwarded to
Peking. But while it was still under consideration a local
disturbance was attributed to these young reformers, some of
the more prominent of whom were promptly arrested. Sun
Yat Sen and others escaped, and then conceived the idea of
capturing the city of Canton and founding a Republic for
the Province of Kuangtung. How the scheme failed is
matter of history. Its success depended on the juncture
of a large body of men from Swatow with the malcontents
of Canton, which the Imperial troops frustrated. The
incipient rising was speedily crushed, and Sun Wen and
others became fugitives from justice.

‘While Sun Yat S8en was occupying himself with dreams
of a revolutionised China, culminating in the planning
of a new order on Republican lines, a fellow provincial,
who also seems to have been an original thinker and to
have had the welfare of his country at heart, had been
devoting himself to a careful study of existing conditions
and the needs of the times. This man was K’ang Yu Wei.

Apart from his writings, K’ang first came into prominence
at the close of the Japanese War, when he was largely
responsible for a memorial from a number of scholars,
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urging upon the Throne the necessity of adopting reform
measures that should save the country from a repetition
of the recent humiliation.

It is probable that the Emperor Kuang Hsii was not
unimpressed by this memorial, but at this time the great
industrial developments to which allusion has been made
were being discussed, and political reform, which was
distasteful, generally speaking, to the Manchu Court in
Peking, was relegated to the background.

As time went on, however, a change began to inspire
the Imperial counsels in Peking. Foreign relations, which
manifested themselves from the Chinese point of view in
the loss of Kiaochau and the surrender of other territory
which followed it, had been rapidly becoming more in-
volved. The finances of the country were in a state of
grave confusion. Under present conditions the Imperial
contributions from the provinces by the time they reached
Peking were barely sufficient for the needs of Government,
and left no margin for emergencies. The great railway and
industrial schemes, so much talked of and on which such
hopes had been set, so far from furnishing any immediate
prospect of financial salvation, were only creating inter-
national complications and threatened dangerous foreign
entanglements. Nor were attempts to float a big national
loan for subscription by the people any more successful.
It began to be felt that more drastic measures were required
if anything like progress towards the ideal of the creation
of a strong China was to be achieved.

The growth of the new spirit was first observable in the
spring of 1898, its earliest manifestation being in the form
of two Imperial Edicts issued in June. The first of these
Imperial utterances referred to the selection of officials for
the public service, and called upon viceroys to look for men
of ‘“ good reputation in everyday life, with a knowledge of
modern things.” The second Edict dealt in direct language
with the need of reform.

“There are some among the older officials,” ran a
significant passage of the latter document, ‘* who affirm that
the old ways are best and need no alteration, and that the
new plans are not required. Such babblings are vain and
useless.
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“ The Emperor puts the question before you thus: In the
present condition of Imperial affairs, with an untrained
army, with limited funds, with ignorant ‘literati,’ and
with artisans untaught because they have no fit teachers,
is there any difficulty in deciding, when China is compared
with foreign nations, who is the strong and who is the
weak? Itis easy to distinguish between the rich and the
poor. How can a man armed with a wooden stick smite
his foe encased in a coat of mail?

“ The Emperor sees that the affairs of the Emplre are in
an unsettled condition, and that his various Decrees have
availed nothing. Diversity of opinion, each unlike another
as fire differs from water, is responsible for the spread of
the existing evil. It is the same evil as that which existed
in the Sung and Ming dynasties (circa A.p. 1000 and 1500).
Our present system is not of the slightest use. 'We cannot
in these modern days adhere to the ways of the Five Kings
(circa B.c. 2500); even they did not continue exactly after
the manner of their respective predecessors. It is like
wearing thick clothes in summer and thin ones in winter.

*“ Now, therefore, the Emperor orders all officials, metro-
politan and provincial, from princes down to literati, to
give their whole minds to a real endeavour to improvement.
‘With perseverance, like that of the saints of old, do your
utmost to discover which foreign country has the best
system in any branch of learning and learn that one.
Your great fault is the falseness of your present knowledge.
Make a special effort and determine to learn the best of
everything. Do not merely learn the outside covers of
the books of knowledge, and do not make a loud boast
of your own attainments. The Emperor's wish is to
change what is now useless into something useful, so that
proficiency may be attained and handed on to posterity.”

In response to the appeal for capable men K’ang Yu
Wei was introduced to the Emperor’s notice by Weng
T'ung Ho, an influential member of the Grand Council,
who had been the Emperors tutor. At this time and for
many years before there had been a constant struggle
in the Imperial counsels between the Northern officials
and those from the South, the former being supported by
the Empress-Dowager, Tzu Hsi, who, though then in
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retirement, yet managed to keep her finger on the pulse of
affairs, and the latter by the Emperor, who may have seen
in them greater hope for the future than in the more
narrow policy represented by the Manchu point of view.
In introducing K’ang, Weng T'ung Ho is usually credited
with being more actuated by the idea of securing the
ascendancy of the Southern faction, of which he was one
of the leaders, than by any special predilection towards
reform.*

Be this as it may, however, a new force was admitted,
the results of which could scarcely have been foreseen.
K'ang was already known to the Emperor by reputation.
Earlier in the year he had been called before the Tsungli
Yamen, the old Foreign Office, and his views on reforms
and proposals for effecting them had been duly reported to
His Majesty, who seems to have been sufficiently impressed
to call for their statement in the form of a memorial.

K’ang Yu Wei, whose ideas had for long been crystal-
lised, had no difficulty in placing on record a comprehensive
scheme. In the forefront of his programme was found the
revision of the laws and the reform of the administration,
without which, as he wisely pointed out, all other reforms
would be virtually useless. For this task he urged the
selection of young and intelligent men imbued with Western
ideas, who should be assisted by competent foreign advisers.

For the rest, in brief, the Emperor was urged to embark
the country on the lines of progress which had been
followed by Japan, to substitute a new regime for the old,
to educate the people, and to form departments of State
on Western lines.

There is no doubt that on the ideas of this memorial was
largely based the Emperor’s Decree of June 11th (already
quoted), which marked the commencement of what has
been called the Hundred Days’ Reform.

On the 16th of June, & day or two after his formal
introduction to the Imperial notice, K’'ang Yu Wei was
granted an audience by the Emperor, which lasted for over
two hours, and completed the supremacy of K'ang’s in-

* Weng T°ung Ho was spared the embarrassments in which his pro-

tégé would have involved him, owing to his sudden dismissal from
office at the instance of the Empress-Dowager a few days later.
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fluence. Thereafter Reform Decrees followed each other
in rapid succession. The celebrated classical essay system,
skill in which represented the hall-mark of scholarship, the
basis of the country’s intellectual life and, as already
observed, the path to office, was abolished. Schools and
colleges for the dissemination of modern learning were to
be established in all provincial capitals, prefectural and
district cities. The Board of War was ordered to look into
and report on several proposals for army reform. The
foundation of naval colleges was decreed with a view to
the reorganisation of the fleet. A bureau was to be opened
at Shanghai for translating Western scientific and literary
works and textbooks. for schools and colleges. Exhorta-
tions were delivered to officials to address themselves con-
scientiously to the questions of reform, and several
sinecures were designated for immediate abolition. In a
word, there were to be engrafted on the most conservative
of polities changes such as, in their aggregate, the world
had never witnessed, and with the inauguration of which
must cease many of the emoluments of the occupants of
high places.

It was unfortunate for China that in the spring of the
year, just before the embarkation on this vast and uncon-
gidered scheme of reform, Prince Kung had died. The last
sarviving son of the Emperor Taokuang, his experience
and services as a statesman and the soundness and indepen-
dence of his mind ensured respect for his views both from
the Emperor, who was his nephew, and from his sister-in-
law, the Empress-Dowager. Nor did he carry less weight
with the Imperial clan. For many years he had exercised a
moderating influence on the extreme reactionary wing of
the Manchu party, and on more than one occasion had
induced them to follow the counsels of the more wisely
informed minds. Neither an unprogressive man nor blind
to the need of reform, there can be no doubt that, while
the Emperor would have received his sympathetic sup-
port, he would have thrown his weight in the scale against
extravagant measures. Had Prince Kung lived, the course
of history must have been greatly changed. The unfor-
tunate Kuang Hsii would almost certainly have never
ceased to rely on his guidance, and might have been saved
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from the unhappy end which Fate so rapidly wove for him.
K’ang Yu Wei might never have been called into prominence,
and even if he had emerged from his relative obscurity the
mature wisdom of Prince Kung must have purged his
schemes of their most dangerous features. None appre-
ciated better than he the necessity of hastening slowly,
which, indeed, was the only policy which could offer any
hope, and none saw more clearly the futility of sudden and
drastic change.

To the policy adopted by the Emperor, under the influence
of K’'ang Yu Wei, there could be but one of two ends.
Either the Emperor must form around himself a party
sufficiently strong to stifle all opposition, or the unprogres-
give elements must rise up and in some shape or form
reassert their influence. This was early seen by K’ang Yu
Wei. That the reaction would take the form of a rally
round the Empress-Dowager, who in such circumstances
would in all probability emerge from her retirement, was
equally obvious. And as the existence of this danger
forced itself on his mind—and the danger was especially
serious for K’ang Yu Wei personally, owing to his violent
attacks on Tzu Hsi, whom he had criticised unsparingly—
he cast about for means to combat it. By this time, how-
ever, things had gone too far for half-measures to be
effective, and in an evil moment for Kuang Hsii he was
induced to enter into & plot for the capture of the person of
the Empress-Dowager with a view to her seclusion under
the Emperor’s control.

The fate which attended this plot is matter of history,
and the circumstances of the attempt to carry it out have
possibly little or nothing to do with the record of the
various aspirations towards reform. In the light of the
events of later years, however, they seem to require to be
referred to.

The central feature in the scheme was to secure the
control of the Northern Army. This was under the com-
mand of Jung Lu, Viceroy of the Metropolitan Province of
Chihli, with his seat at Tientsin, and kinsman and life-long
friend of the Empress-Dowager. It was realised, of course,
that nothing could be done unless Jung Lu was first dis-
posed of, and after due deliberation it was decided to employ



ASPIRATIONS TOWARDS PROGRESS 17

Yuan 8hih K’ai, who, after making away with Jung Lu,
would go swiftly to Peking with 10,000 trained men and
imprison the Empress-Dowager in the Summer Palace.

Yuan was now in his fortieth year. He had been
Imperial Resident in Corea prior to the Chino-Japanese
War and was at this time Judicial Commissioner in Chihli.

On the first of the eighth moon, being the 15th of
September, 1898, Yuan was received in audience and care-
tully sounded as to his views in general, with the expression
of which the Emperor was apparently so satisfied that, as a
preliminary step, he assigned to Yuan’s charge the business
of army reform, the appointment being duly promulgated
by Imperial Edict.

Four days now elapsed, when Yuan Shih K’ai was
accorded a final audience before leaving for Tientsin.
According to the account of the historians of the times,*
‘“His Majesty received him in the Palace of Heavenly
Purity (Ch’ien Ch’ing Kung) of the Forbidden City. Every
precaution was taken to prevent the conversation being
overheard. Seated for the last time on the great lacquered
Dragon Throne, so soon to be reoccupied by the Empress-
Dowager, in the gloomy throne-room, which the morning
light could scarcely penetrate, His Majesty told Yuan Shih
K’ai the details of the commission with which he had
decided to entrust him. He was to put Jung Lu to death,
and then, returning immediately to the capital with the
troops under his command, to seize and imprison the
Empress-Dowager. The Emperor gave him a small arrow,
the symbol of his authority to carry out the Imperial
orders, and bade him proceed with all haste to Tientsin,
there to arrest Jung Lu in his yamen and see to his instant
decapitation. Kuang Hsii also handed him a Decree
whereby, upon completion of his mission, he was appointed
Viceroy of Chihli ad intertm, and ordered to Peking for
further audience.

““ Yuan promised faithful obedience, and without speaking
to any one, left Peking by the first train. Meantime the ‘Qld
Buddha'+t was due to come in from the I-ho Yuan to the
Winter Palace that morning at eight o’clock to perform

* ¢ China under the Empress-Dowager,” J. O. P. Bland and E. Back-
house, p. 206. tA nlokéname of the Empress Dowager.
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sacrifice at the altar to the God of Silkworms, and the
Emperor dutifully repaired to the Ying Heiu Gate of the
Western Park, where the Lake Palace is situated, to
receive Her Majesty as she entered the precincts.

‘“ Yuan reached Tientsin before noon, and proceeded at
once to Jung Lu’s yamen. He asked Jung Lu whether
he regarded him as a faithful blood brother. (The two
men had taken the oath of brotherhood several years
before.)

““¢Of course I do,” replied the Viceroy. ‘You well may,
for the Emperor has sent me to kill you, and instead, I now
betray his scheme, because of my loyalty to the Empress-
Dowager and of my affection for you.” Jung Lu, apparently
unaffected by the message, merely expressed surprise that
the Old Buddha could have been kept in ignorance of all
these things, and added that he would go at once to the
capital and see the Empress-Dowager that same evening.
Yuan handed him the Emperor’s Decree, and Jung Lu,
travelling by special train, reached Peking soon after
5 pm.”

The end was now near. On receipt of the news, the
Empress-Dowager instantly summoned a secret council of
the princes and officials representing the forces of con-
servatism, at which it was determined that she should
resume the reins of government. Next morning the
unfortunate Emperor was made prisoner. He was hurried
off to a small palace on the island in the lake to the west
of the Forbidden City, and, deprived even of the society of
his favourite, the Pearl concubine, there left to expiate in
solitude the crime of independence of thought and the
attempt to revolt against the traditions of his environment.

On the same day, for the due regularisation of her
position, and with an ironical touch that it would be
hard to surpass, the Empress-Dowager caused the follow-
ing Edict to be issued in the name of the fallen monarch:—

“The affairs of the nation are at present in a difficult position, and
everything awaits reform. I, the Emperor, am working day and night
with all my powers, and every day arrange a multitude of affairs. But,
despite my careful toil, I constantly fear to be overwhelmed by the press
of work.

“T reverently recall that Her Majesty the Empress-Dowager has on
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two ocoasions since the reign of Tung Chih (1861) assumed the reins of
government with great success in critical periods. In all she did Her
Majesty showed perfection.

““Moved by a deep regard for the welfare of the nation, I have
repeatedly implored Her Majesty to be graciously pleased to advise
me in government, and have received her assent.

“This is an assurance of prosperity to the whole nation, officials and

people.

¢ Her Majesty will commence to transact business from to-day in the
side Hall.

“On the 28rd September I, the Emperor, will lead my princes and
high officials to make obeisance in the Ch’in Cheng Hall. Let the
proper officials reverently and carefully prepare the fitting programme
of the ceremony.”

K’ang Yu Wei, who had received a hint a day or two
earlier that he was in danger, fled, and together with his
principal colleague, Liang Ch’i Chao, escaped Tzu Hsi's
wrath. But K’ang’s brother and five other reformers, less
fortunate, were summarily executed.

Such in brief is the history of the coup d'état as the
facts have generally presented themselves to the best
informed of European observers. It has seemed to derive
substantial support from subsequent events. In justice,
however, to Yuan Shih K'’ai, it should be remarked that
the evidence on which rests the grave charge, to which it
by implication gives rise, is by no means conclusive. Nor
are subsequent events altogether incompatible with other
explanations. Some considerable time ago a highly placed
Chinese, in the course of a general political discussion, and
certainly without arriére pensée, informed the present writer
that Yuan’s apparent default was due to the fact that news
of the plot had got abroad, and Jung Lu had been advised
and placed in a position to force Yuan's hand. 8till more
recently Yuan 8hih K’ai has deemed it desirable to com-
municate to the public his own version of the incident,
which was accordingly done through the medium of Dr.
Morrison in the columns of The Times. According to
this account, ‘the Reform Party, led by K'ang Yu Wei,
congidering that the late Empress-Dowager and the
Viceroy of Chihli, Jung Lu, blocked the way of their
reforms, conspired for their removal. Jung Lu was to
be put to death in his yamen at Tientsin, and the
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Empress-Dowager was to be interned as a State prisoner.
Yuan Shih K’ai, whose progressive views were well known,
was to execute these plans. He was to go to Tientsin,
put Jung Lu, his patron and benefactor, to death, and was
then to return immediately to Peking with his foreign
drilled troops, and there seize and imprison the Empress-
Dowager.

“On the night of September 18, 1898, the reformer, Tan
Tzu Tung, one of the K’ang Yu Wei party, and Secretary of
the Grand Council, called on Yuan. After ordering all the
servants out of their presence, and after a few words of
introduction, he denounced Jung Lu in scathing terms, and
laid the plan before Yuan, saying that the scheme had the
Emperor’s consent and approval. At the conclusion of his
speech he produced a rough draft of the proposed plot,
written in ordinary black ink, and invited Yuan’s co-
operation. Yuan replied that there was no Imperial Order
for him to undertake the task. Tan said that on the
20th a secret order from the Emperor would surely be
given. On Yuan’s further objecting that such a plan
could not be executed suddenly, but needed mature
deliberation and a ¢ Vermilion Decree,’ Tan said: ‘I
have the Imperial Order with me,” and forthwith handed
a document to Yuan. Instead of the Imperial Order
written in vermilion, it was a document in black ink,
neatly written, its style couched in the tome of the
Emperor. It stated that his Majesty was bent on reform,
but since conservative opposition was met everywhere,
Yang Jui, Liu Kwangti, Lin Hsu, and Tan Tzu Tung (four
of the most active members of the Reform Party) were to
devise some ‘sound plan of action.’

“Yuan once more objected that the document was not an
Imperial Order, since it was not written in vermilion ink,
nor did it mention the execution of Jung Lu and the
confining of the Empress-Dowager in the Summer Palace.
Tan said the Vermilion Order was in Lin Hsu’s hands, and
that what was produced was only & copy, and added that in
truth an Imperial Order had been issued three days before.
He assured Yuan that the phrase ‘sound plan of action’
referred to the disposal of Jung Lu and the imprisonment
of the Empress-Dowager.
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“ As Yuan insisted on a Vermilion Order from the Em-
peror, and Tan could not show one, there was nothing
definite arranged between the two. On taking leave Tan
said, ‘We depend on you.’ Yuan decided that at his
audience on the 20th he would sound the Emperor on the
subject by referring to the reform movement. Accordingly,
when he was summoned for audience, he spoke of the new
reform and its difficulties, and the late Emperor was much
affected by Yuan's words, but made no reference to the
‘sound plan of action.’

‘‘ While the Reformers were busy with their plans the Con-
servatives were not inactive. Huai Ta Pu, Li Shan, and
Yang Chung Yi went often to Tientsin, and deliberated in
secret with Jung Liu, who was well informed of what was
going on by private communications with the reactionaries.

““When Yuan retired from the audience he started for the
railway station, where he waited for a friend, with whom
he proceeded to Tientsin. On his arrival in Tientsin that
evening he called on Jung Lu, who said to him, ‘ You have
come for my head. You had better confess all, because a
man (Yang Chung Yi, whose son married the daughter of
Lord Li Ching Fang), who was here just now before you
came, has told me everything.’ Yuan answered: ‘What
you have heard is but the plot of a few political schemers.
His Majesty the Emperor said nothing to me about such a
plan, and he is innocent of such a measure.” When they
got as far as that part of the conversation the late Admiral
Yeh was announced, and later on Ta Yu Wen arrived. They
stayed till 11 p.m., and Yuan, seeing no chance of renewing
the conversation, returned to his lodging. Next morning,
September 21st, Jung Lu called on Yuan, and said, ‘Lately
friends from Peking have repeatedly informed me of the
Reformers’ minutest movements. Their daring is astound-
ing. We must rescue the Emperor from their clutches.’

“ When Jung Lu returned to his yamen he summoned Ta
Yu Wen for consultation, and sent for Yuan in the evening.
Yang Chung Yi was present, and produced an Edict sent by
wire informing Jung Lu that the Reformers’ plot had been
exposed in Peking, that the Emperor was in durance, and
that the Empress-Dowager had resumed the Regency. On
dismissing Yuan from his presence, Jung Lu pointed to the
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teacup and said, ‘ You can drink; there is no poison in
your tea.” Four days afterwards, on September 25th, Jung
Lu was called to Peking, and on the 28th he was transferred
to the Grand Council and given the rank and power of
generalissimo.”

Though it is only right to set down these versions side by
side, it is unnecessary to comment upon them. The ob-
servant reader, however, will have perceived that two of
them appear to fall or stand on whether Jung Lu went to
Peking the day before the coup d’état or not till three days
later. The point has perhaps escaped the observation of
the friends of Yuan Shih K'ai, who, it is to be hoped, may
be in a position to furnish conclusive testimony and finally
dispose of an incident which has prejudiced his Excellency
for many years. '



CHAPTER III
THE MANCHU PROMISE OF REFORM

HE return of the Empress-Dowager to power resulted
in a period of reaction which culminated in the Boxer
outbreak of 1900. It is not necessary to our present pur-
pose, however, to trace the details of that short fateful
period of Chinese history which has been so often and so
well told. It will be sufficient to observe that there can be
no doubt that if Tzu Hsi did not actually foster the anti-
foreign movement, she at least knowingly permitted its
growth, while her complicity in the later phases has been
clearly established. For a time her policy represented the
counsels of madness, which ill-accorded with the character-
istic dictates of her usually well-balanced mind. Had
she been in the habit of making confession she would
probably have admitted that this was the period in her
long career on which she least cared to look back. 8he
had suffered herself to be dominated by the blind passion
of narrow and cruel minds and by their childish estimates
of the forces of the outside world. She had caused un-
speakable outrages to be committed, and worst of all had
blundered.

The advance of the Allies to the relief of the Legations
in Peking and the flight of the Court to Hsianfu compelled
the realisation of these things. The insistent demands of
the foreign Governments for the punishment of the guilty,
irrespective of power and place, only brought home more
emphatically the parlous condition of affairs and the depths
of humiliation in which her folly had plunged her.

The problems that lay ahead were twofold in their
nature. Tzu Hsi's personal pride dictated that she must
rehabilitate herself in the estimate of foreign nations, her

2
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statesmanship that she must study and meet the needs of
the country.

The position was not an easy one. She had to be pre-
pared for suspicion at home and abroad at every action, and
to overcome a distrust that might well have been regarded
as insuperable. How well she ultimately succeeded with a
placable world, where memories grow faint and life is too
short for long animosities, affords no mean criterion of her
capacity and judgment. But her grasp of the country’s
needs and the efforts she made to meet them constitute an
even more remarkable memorial.

It has been generally supposed among foreigners that
when the Emperor Kuang Hsii embarked on his reforming
campaign his ideas fell on barren soil. This, however, was
by no means the case. According to the testimony of com-
petent observers, his ideas found much favour among an
intelligent, if relatively small, section throughout the
country, and evoked an enthusiastic response which
would have eventuated in a useful measure of co-operation.
The results of the war with Japan had cut deeper and
stirred the imagination of the people more than had been
supposed. Minds were awakening to the need of change,
despite the blighting effect of tradition and superstition.
The Emperor’s programme met a need which in many cases
had become articulate, while in others it gave form to un-
conscious gropings after something which for the time defied
expression. The Emperor’s programme also did something
more. It caused many to think, and commenced the opera-
tion of accustoming the country at large to the idea of
change. And it did so in a manner which quite uncon-
sciously was calculated to appeal to the masses of the
people in a few brief weeks to a degree that would have
been impossible to the teachings of the most ardent apostles
of reform in almost as many years. The Emperor, the
sacrosanct occupant of the Dragon Throne, had unspar-
ingly condemned the inefficiency of the governing classes,
and expressed something like genuine sorrow over the
condition of the country. He had taken the people into
his confidence in the most affecting way, and had appealed
to each one of his subjects for such co-operation and assist-
ance as lay in his power. Decrees had been scattered
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broadcast through the land purging, and sometimes destroy-
ing, the old and inaugurating the new. It was a thing
to appeal even to the most ignorant and stupid, whose
imagination can often be aroused where they cannot perhaps
be reached through their reason. In a country like China
the effect of such action cannot be over-estimated. *‘The
king can do no wrong,” yet here was the Son of Heaven
admitting his faults, and frankly condemning the system
for which he stood. The educative effect of such a declara-
tion, made not once but many times, must not be over-
looked. In preparing the way for reform it was worth to
those who afterwards constituted the young China party
many years of pamphleteering and agitation.

Nor had the reformers, who went to their death so
unflinchingly, died in vain. The sequel to the Emperor’s
great effort had sent a wave of disappointment and horror
sweeping across the country. The cause had been sancti-
fied by martyrdom. In Kuangtung and Kiangsu, the
provinces of the great cities of Canton and Shanghai, the
feeling ran so high that in the South there seemed at one
time a distinct danger of revolution. And though in the
country at large the reversion to the old state of affairs
was accepted with resignation and in silence in the cus-
tomary Eastern way, the close observer could not but be
aware of a sense of change. A glimpse had been afforded
of a new era. The promise was doubtless fairer than its
realisation could by any possibility have been, and the
attempt to realise it by hasty and ill-considered measures
might even have opened the door to a new set of worse
abuses. But this is not in the philosophy of common
men. New possibilities had been opened up, and it was
beyond human power to plunge the country back again into
a state as though such possibilities had never been.

It is not clear when the Empress-Dowager commenced
to realise this aspect of the Hundred Days’ Reform and the
coup d’état, which is one which has scarcely been suffi-
ciently emphasised, if not somewhat generally overlooked.
But certainly it could not have been later than on her
flight towards Hsianfu. It was then and during the early
days of the sojourn of the Court at this ancient capital of
China that she began to see clearly that reform must be
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introduced from within, otherwise it would be forced on
the Government from without in & form which might
threaten the Manchu House.

By implication the admission involved censure on
herself and her policy since the autumn of 1898. But
the Empress-Dowager never lacked the courage of her
convictions, and on the 28th of January, 1901, while peace
was yet far off,* we find her causing the issue of a Decree,
in which indeed she condemned K’ang Yu Wei and his
friends as rebels who had been guilty of high treason, but
declared her intention to embark on a scheme of reform,
which in the outcome must necessarily involve the adoption
of the principles promulgated by the Emperor Kuang Hsii
and by Her Majesty subsequently abrogated.

This magnificent document, for no other adjective seems
fitly to describe it, formed the foundation of the Imperial
plans for reform of the past decade. It was couched in the
following terms :—

“ There are certain eternal principles which from the beginning of
time have remained constant without change, and will thus for ever
continue. Of human ordinances there is none so permanently estab-
lished that it cannot be subject to alteration. In the Canon of
Changes (I Ching) it is written that ¢ when a measure has lost effective
force, the time for adapting it to modified conditions has arrived.’
And the Master in the Analects stated that ‘it may be known wherein
the various dynasties took from or added to the regulations of their
predecessors.’

% Now as the Sun and Stars in the Heavens shed constant light on
the world, so do the three cardinal virtues and the five constituents of
worth remain for ever immutable. But there is no more objection to
altering any particular human ordinance than there is in putting fresh
strings to a lute or a guitar. Throughout the ages successive genera-
tions have introduced new methods or abolished effete institutions,
And all our ancestors have similarly, as occasion demanded, from time
to time suited the requirements of Government to existing circumstances.

¢ The conditions under which the Dynasty ruled after the passage of
the Great Wall differed from those which obtained while it was at
Mukden, and how can the system of government in force in the times
of Yung Cheng and Ch’ien Lung apply in its entirety to the period after
Chia Ch’ing and Tao Kuang? As a rule laws become obsolete in course
of time, and once obsolete require to be revised, and made to subserve
their primary object of strengthening the State and benefiting the
people.

* The Peace Protocol was signed on the 7th of S8eptember, 1901.
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“Bince the removal of the Court, day and night is the Empress-
Dowager consumed with anxiety, and We Ourselves do not cease from
vehement self-reproach, when we reflect to how great an extent the
accumulated and continued abuses and the perfunctory and specious
routine of the last tens of years have contributed towards the present
calamitous situation.

“ Now that peace negotiations have commenced the whole system of
government must be radically reformed, in the hope that strength
and prosperity may gradually be attained. The Empress-Dowager has
enjoined on Us the necessity of appropriating the good qualities of
foreign nations, so that by aid thereof the shortcomings of China may
be supplemented, and that the experiences of the past may serve as
a lesson for the future.

“ Since 1897 and 1898 disturbances, based on fictitious grounds, have
been of constant ocourrence, and the instigators thereof have unwarrant-
ably assumed the title of reformers. The evil caused by the rebels of
the K'ang faction has been even greater than that brought about by
those dealers in magic—the Boxers. Even though the former have
fled to far countries across the seas, they still continue to lead men
astray with their Pu-yu and Kuei-wei * certificates of membership, and
incite to rebellion. They further, by raising the false cry of upholding
the Emperor and supporting the race, seek to create dissension in the
Court itself.

“ Now it is well known that new schemes propounded by the K’ang
rebels are those of revolutionaries and not reformers. Taking advantage
of Our indisposition they secretly plotted sedition, and it was only by an
appeal for guidance on Our part to the Empress-Dowager that We were
saved from immediate peril, and the evil was rooted out in the course
of a day., Can anyone bring proof, however, that in suppressing such
insurrectionary movement the Empress-Dowager declined to sanction
reform on progressive lines? Or can any one assert that in balancing
the arguments against and in favonr of old institutions We advocated &
complete abolition thereof ? Our officers and Our people must be
aware that Mother and Son were actuated by one and the same motive,
namely to steer the ship of State on a course midway between the two
extremes, and that once having made choice of a path tending to per-
fection they would continue to pursue the same.

““We have now received Her Majesty’s instructions to use the utmost
endeavour o bring about improvement, strictly to interdict the use of
the terms new and old, and to make away with all distinction between
what is Chinese and what is foreign. The curses of China are the deep
hold inveterate habit has on the people, the intricate ramification of her
method of literary composition, the great prevalence of mediocrity and
the notable absence of conspicuous talent. The average literary com-
poser flounders about in pools of ink, the clerks and yamen runners
make fortunes on the strength of their official position. The conduct of
public business consists merely in the passing to and fro of official

* A play on the name of K'ang Yu Wei.
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papers, no serious object whatever being aimed at. The promotion of
rising men is hampered by the rules of seniority, and as a consequence
the standard of intellectual attainment is being lowered from day to day.
The advancement of personal interests is the bane of the Administration
and adherence to prescribed usage is the ruin of the country. Hitherto
those who have studied Western methods have confined themselves to
an examination of Western languages, literature, manufactures, weapons,
and machinery. These are but the rudimentary elements of Western
gkill. They are by no means the original source whence is derived the
statecraft of the West. The precepts handed down by Our ancestors
and which correspond with the fundamental principles on which Western
prosperity and power are based are ‘high station filled with indulgent
generosity,’ ¢a liberal forbearance exercised in presiding over the multi-
tude,’ sincerity of speech,’ and ‘ execution of purpose.’ If China does
not devote her whole attention to subjects such as these, but contents
herself with acquiring a few words here and there, learning this trade or
that oraft, while still retaining the old corrupt practices of currying
favour with others to benefit oneself, how can she become powertul and
prosperous? How can she expect to become so if, disregarding funda-
mental principles, she limits her studies to rudimentary elements and
does not even take the trouble to master these ?

“ To sum up, old methods must be revised, confirmed abuses be rooted
out, and if any regeneration is to be looked for complete reform must be
taken into consideration.

“We therefore hereby call upon the members of the Grand Council,
the Grand Secretaries, the S8ix Boards and Nine Ministries, Our various
Envoys abroad, the Governors-General and Governors of Provinces,
each and all maturely to reflect on the present situation and consider in
how far Chinese and Western principles of government apply thereto.
Within a period of two months let each submit for Our information
detailed proposals, embodying his views and stating what he knows
with regard to the following subjects : Dynastic institutes, principles of
government, the best means of promoting the welfare of the people
educational establishments, systems of examination, military organisa-

tion, and financial administration. They will each duly weigh what can
be adopted and what rejected, in what direction economies can be
effected or amalgamation take place. They must either geek knowledge
at the hands of others or, relying on their own mental resources, strive
to discover by what means the prestige of the nation can be rehabilitated,
natural talent fostered, internal revenue expanded, and the military
forces placed on a proper footing. When this shall have been done, We
will report to the Empress-Dowager and in consultation with Her
Majesty, acting on Her advice, will adopt what methods seem best
calculated to further the ends in view and forthwith proceed to carry
them into execution.

¢ 8everal Memorials had been sent in in response to Our orders
issued at T'ai Yuan, calling for expressions of opinion, but the majority
thereof can be divided into two classes. The one repeats the journalistic
claptrap of newspaper editors, and the other dishes up the shallow views
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of pedantic students. The one proposes with curious unanimity reforms
of all kinds, but every proposal is vitiated by the persistent bias
exhibited. The other realises the good but leaves out of sight what is
harmful, with the result that all these proposals are characterised by
impracticability. Recently appointed officials, when discussing prosperity
and power, have a habit of ignoring the principles underlying these
expressions which have previously been taught them, and simple scholars
who prate of proper learning are for the most part destitute of know-
ledge of the world. Ye Metropolitan and other Officials must therefore
avoid both these errors. When making suggestions or advocating any
modifications or changes ye must exercise most careful discrimination.

“ What is more important than devising schemes of good government,
is to obtain an individual capable of governing. QGiven such a person
there will be no difficulty in reforming bad methods, while failing him
good methods cannot come into operation of themselves. If when
judging a man ye do not regard his many shortcomings, or if at the
same time ye fail to take note of the one pre-eminent quality he may
possess, if ye assume that rigid adherence to the written text implies a
faithful discharge of your duties or that a blind following of former pre-
cedent is in accordance with rule, then all reforms, whether in the
direction of instituting new methods or sweeping away old abuses, will
gradually cease to have any good result. Again, if ye entrust the task
of carrying out such reforms to officials who are constantly changing,
then will ensue an irremediable state of evils such as We at present
deplore. The first essential towards removing such evils is the cultiva-
tion of a public spirit as opposed to the prevailing self-seeking tendency,
and the last desideratum is the discarding of sham and pretence coupled
with a resolute resolve to do one’s duty in the most efficient manner
possible.

“When the new leaf shall have been turned over and reforms intro-
duced, it will be more than ever necessary to select upright and capable
men to discharge the functions of office, and everyone, in high places
and in low, must take heed to his steps.

“The Empress-Dowager and Ourselves have long pondered these
subjects in Our hearts. Now however that matters have reached a
crigis, change must take place, and safety and danger, strength and
weakness, all depend on how the change is effected.

“ 8hould any hereafter pursue the old courses of callous indifference
and perfunctory neglect, confine the discharge of his duties to empty
words or seek ease by shirking them, We would point out that the
statutes of Government are as yet unrepealed and that no leniency will
be displayed in enforcing them.

“ This Edict is to be promulgated for the information of all.”



CHAPTER IV

MANCHU REFORM MEASURES

N the 6th of January, 1902, the Court arrived back in
Peking. The Imperial progress had been in many
respects a novel one. For the first time in history the
sacred person of the Son of Heaven, and of that even
more august personage, the Empress-Dowager, his
masterful aunt, had been entrusted to the railway. An
even greater innovation was the removal of the customary
injunction laid upon the people to seclude themselves
within their houses, that the Imperial personages be not
contaminated by even a glance of a common eye. Finally,
the Empress-Dowager displayed an affableness to the
Chinese and foreigners who, at different points in her
journey, chanced in her way, that was as unique as it
was interesting.

The general verdict as to these things, however, was
that they were merely designed to produce an effect, and
despite the indications of an apparent change in the way
of looking at things, and the promise of reform, but little
expectation of any great iraprovement was entertained.
The astonishment was all the greater, therefore, when
evidence began to accumulate that the ‘“ Old Buddha,” as
Tzu Hsi was commonly called in the North, was bent on pass-
ing her declining years modernising the old conditions, in the
attempt to equip her country with the means to contend
with the material forces of the West, and to meet the
demands of what would some day be a public opinion,
which none foresaw more clearly than she would in the
fullness of time refuse to be ignored.

The keynote of her policy was the maintenance of the
prestige and position of the Manchu dynasty, and its hold,

%
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unimpaired, on the magnificent inheritance which the
great founder of the dynasty, Nurhachi, had won by the
sword.

Familiar with history, she began to realise that her
House lines were running in the course that had led to
the downfall of the once glorious Mings. And there was
in the Manchu case an added danger. Of alien stock, they
stood for a foreign domination, and had to fear from within
a8 well as from without. When they had subdued China
in the middle of the seventeenth century, their campaigns
had been characterised by ruthless cruelty. In the East
the memory of wrongs lingers with posterity, and hatred of
the Manchu conquerors, and the belief that their doom,
too, would come, has been a tradition, faint it may be at
times, but still a live tradition, of the Chinese race.

Alert of mind, Tzu Hsi recognised the insidious seeds
of decay, and realised that the time was come when the
effort .must be made to save the Imperial clansmen from
the effects of their own vicious and narrow lives. And as
with unerring instinct she saw the danger, so with a
wisdom that was as admirable as it was extraordinary
in a woman whose life had been spent behind the
impenetrable veil of an Oriental court, she saw that
salvation could only come by regeneration from within,
and the generous co-option of outside forces to aid a sadly
deficient recuperative power.

Actuated by these ideas, she addressed herself, in the
first instance, to laying the foundations of a mew social
structure. Formerly it had been forbidden for Manchus
and Chinese to intermarry. Now, not only was the
restriction removed, but it was pointed out that the social
differences that had rendered it desirable had largely ceased
to be, and only good could now result from a fusion of the
two races. In short, Manchus and Chinese were urged to
intermarry, the only exception being that of the Emperor’s
wives, who would still be selected from amongst the
daughters of the great Manchu houses. In the same
Decree Tzu Hsi deprecated the Chinese practice of binding
their women'’s feet, and urged its abolition.

This Decree was issued within a few days of the Court’s
arrival in Peking. It was followed at a short interval by
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an Edict authorising the Imperial clansmen and nobles
to send their sons abroad for education.

But the Empress-Dowager did not confine herself to
these important innovations. Army reform had already
received attention. Yuan Shih K'ai had been promoted
early in 1899 to the post of Governor of the Province of
Shantung, as a reward, it was said by his enemies, for his
services to the Empress-Dowager in the autumn of the
previous year. During the Boxer disturbances, his policy
of masterly inactivity did much to prevent the extension of
the conflagration, and the strength of character which
his stern repressive measures indicated marked him out for
further promotion. In January, 1901, he was appointed to
the important Viceroyalty of Chihli, where, later in the
year, in pursuance of the Imperial command, he laid the
foundation of China's model army. ’

Attempts at administrative, intellectual, moral, and
political reforms now followed each other in rapid sequence,
and showed clearly enough the sincerity of Tzu Hsi's
purpose.

To all that was sought to be done, however, especially
in the way of administrative reforms, in which may be
included the introduction of many of the modern con-
ditions of Western life into the large cities—tramways,
waterworks, electric light, telephones—all of which have
played their part in the educative process which has been
going on, considerations of space prevent more than a
passing reference. It is principally important here to recall
those attempted reforms which, beyond all others, stand out
as cutting right down to the roots of the people’s lives and
dealing with fundamental things. These reforms may,
perhaps, be reduced to three.

The first took place in 1904. By this time the Empress-
Dowager had decided that the classical essay system, which
Kuang Hsii had sought to abolish in 1898 and she had
subsequently restored to its honoured place, must go. It
was clearly an anachronism, an opinion in which it seems
even the scholarly Chang Chih Hung agreed, and blocked
the way in the upward path. The corner-stone in a polity
constructed in a less complicated age, it was too important
to be ignored, and too antediluvian, it was thought, to
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be reformed. Henceforward graduation in the modern
colleges would be the passport to official life, and &
generation hence the classical writings must have lost
their place.

As to the wisdom of virtually ruling out of a nation’s
life the humanising influence of an ancient literature
opinions may differ—similarly as to the justice of such &
sweeping change. This is not the place, however, for such
an inquiry. Rather, it is important to note that the gates
were opened to Western education, while the literati, an
honourable and cultured class, seemed, as it were, suddenly
to.be disfranchised. Under certain conditions it must have
been a fertile source of trouble. In practice, however,
though there were no more examinations, there were still
plenty of places for the classical student and the old style
of official, and the intention of the nmew idea, like many
another, was more honoured in the breach than in the
observance. And not, perhaps, unwisely so. It was enough,
from the point of view of practical politics, that the
classical tradition was doomed, and it was but a fair
compromise that it must be given time gradually to
pass away.*

The second reform was the abolition of the growth,
import, and consumption of opium. On the 28th of
September, 1906, the drug formed the subject of strong
indictment by Imperial Decree.

“Since the restrictions against the use of opium were removed, the
poison of this drug has practically permeated the whole of China. The
opium-smoker wastes time and neglects work, ruins his health and
impoverighes his family, and the poverty and weakness which for the
past few decades have been daily increasing amongst us are undoubtedly
attributable to this cause. To speak of this arouses our indignation,
and at a moment when We are striving to strengthen the Empire it
behoves Us to admonish the people, that all may realise the necessity
of freeing themselves from these coils, and thus pass from sickness unto
health.

¢ It is hereby commanded that within a period of ten years the evils
arising from foreign and native opium be equally and completely
eradicated. Let the Government Council frame such measures as
may be suitable and necessary for strictly forbidding the consumption

* The famous Hanlin Academy was still retained, and only abolished
by a Presidential Order of June 2. 1912,

4
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of the drug, and the cultivation of the poppy; and let them submib their
proposals for Our approval.”

The response of the nation to this clarion note constitutes
one of the most remarkable moral impulses in history. It
has shown the possession of qualities which afford one
of the chief elements of hope in China’s future. It has
resulted, according to the testimony of competent observers,
in the country being already at a very advanced point
towards being entirely rid of what has been justly regarded
as & national curse, and it only now remains for the
moral sense which has accepted the prohibition of a
drug, which at least gives relief and renewed life to
weary frames, to see to it that a worse evil does not
take its place.

So much for the reforms in the fields of education and
morality. We now come to the third and last great line
of proposed reform, the political, with its project for a
Constitution.

The history commences with the following Decree, issued
on the 16th of July, 1905.

“The present situation is fraught with difficulties, and all kinds of
questions are awaiting attention. Frequent Decrees have been issued
by the Throne in the earnest desire to initiate reforms and to encourage
progress. But though a scheme of reform has been in existence for
several years, there has been an absence of any substantial resulé. This
is undoubtedly due to want of thoroughness and comprehension of the
objects of the reforms on the part of the officials whose duty it is to
put them into effect, and if they are only ostensibly engrossed in their
duties, but in reality take no interest in them, what hope is there of
bettering our country and saving her from the dangers which threaten ?
We therefore now instruct Prince Tsai Tse, Tai Hung Tsu, Hsu Shih
Ch’'ang, and Tuan Fang to visit Japan and Western oountries,
accompanied by & suitable staff, to study the administration of
Government in those countries, and to make a selection of the
best pointe for introduction into China. In the future other batches
will be sent, and all who go must show that they deserve Our
oonfidence by diligently making inquiries and carefully considering
all matters that come under their notice, in order to be able to
advise and assist the Government in the introduction of reforms.

% The defraying of the expenses of this Commission is assigned to the
Boards of Foreign Affairs and Revenue.”

The Commission started in the following October, but
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under somewhat discouraging circumstances. Arrange-
ments had been made for their departure from Peking
by special train. As they were about to leave there
occurred a bomb explosion. The damage was slight,
and only one man was killed. This was one Wu Yueh,
the intending thrower of the bomb, on whose person it
was concealed at the time it exploded.

The motive for the projected outrage was hard to find,
and at that time did not transpire. It now appears,
however, that it was directly inspired by the revolutionary
organisation, which, satisfied that in Republicanism lay the
only hope, frankly desired to discourage any efforts at
political reform on other lines.

The Republican party had recently acquired a certain
degree of organisation. Since his failure at Canton in
1895, Dr. Sun Yat Sen had been travelling in Europe
and America and throughout the East, preaching the
gospel of the new principles and gaining many adherents.
Nor had others been altogether idle, with the result that
there had been a certain amount of revolutionary activity
in Shanghai. In 1901 Sun Yi Yiin, a well-connected
man, who subsequently came into great prominence,* and
others, founded the Chung Kuo Chiao Yu Hui, or the
Chinese Educational Society, expressly designed to cultivate
anti-Manchu sentiment. In the following year, through
the same agency, what became known as the Anti-Russian
Society was formed at Tokio. The object of this last
combination was to arouse protest against the Government
policy in Manchuria, and so indirectly to attack the dynasty.
For a time both these societies were very energetic, putting
forth their propaganda through the medium of the Su Pao,
a newspaper published in the vernacular in Shanghai.
The suppression of the Su Pao, however, and the Japanese
discouragement of the activities of tbe Chu O Ta Hui, as
the Anti-Russian Society was called, interposed a temporary
check. But it was not for long. During this period large
numbers of students, at an age that is receptive of ideals
and full of youthful enthusiasms, were passing each year
into the Universities of Japan, and becoming imbued with

* Under the Republic he became, by popular acclamation and the
choloe of the leaders, Military Governor of Anhul,
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advanced ideas. Among them there sprang up various
minor societies representative of the many shades of
opinion which of course existed. But in 1905 it was
agreed to merge their different creeds and combine to
form a new party, pledged at all costs to reform. In
this new combination the earlier Shanghai organisation
was also absorbed. At this juncture Dr. Sun Yat Sen
arrived in Japan, and a meeting of welcome to him was
made the occasion of the inauguration of the united
party.

The meeting had taken place in Tokio on the 18th of
August, 1905, and it is from this time that the Republican
party, as an organised body, under the name of the T'ung
Meng Hui,* or the Sworn Brotherhood, dates.

It is of interest to observe in passing that the Decree
sending Imperial Commissioners abroad was issued more
than a month before this time, so that it may be fairly
reckoned to the credit of Tzu Hsi that her action was
inspired by her own desire to carry out, step by step, her
clearly expressed intention and not dictated by any warning
note this meeting might be said to have struck.

The Commissioners, to whom we must now return,
though undoubtedly shocked by Wu Yueh’s unseemly
demonstration, were not delayed. About a year later
they arrived back in Peking, after a highly agreeable
experience of travel, and duly reported the results of
their observations. Their conclusions, it will be seen,

* The revolutionaries have frequently, and perhaps more generally,
been alluded to a8 the Ko Ming Tang, as though this were the name
of their organisation. It was, however, only the somewhat con-
temptuous appellation applied to them by the Government, the character
“Tang " having a slightly sinister meaning as of a gang or combination
of persons almost involving the idea of conspirucy. The term * Ko
Ming " appears in the Chinese classical writings, and conveys the idea
of *altering the course of destiny ” in the sense of a change of system.
It owes its modern application, in the first place, to its use as a term
conveying the idea of revolution in translations of Rousseau’s works,
writings with which Young China is very familiar; while in the second
place it was adopted as the title of a oelebrated revolutionary
pamphlet called the “ Ko Ming Chtin,” or the *Revolution Army,”
written by Chou Yung, a scholar of Szechuen. This book was
published about 1908, and though promptly suppressed attained a
considerable vogue.
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were of a somewhat complimentary nature to foreign
institutions, which took upon themselves something of
a Utopian character, in some cases perhaps not quite
easily recognisable.

In due course the report of the Commissioners was
acknowledged by an Imperial Decree of the 1st of
September, 1906. This document, which contained the
first definite promise of a Constitutional Government,
was in the following terms:—

“In obedience to the instructions of Her Imperial Majesty the
Empress-Dowager, the Emperor issues the following Edict: Ever since
Our Imperial House began to rule this Empire We have ever had the
best interests of the people at heart and have always taken up anything
that at the time seemed advantageous to Our subjects. At the present
day We hold relations with the various nations of the earth and learn
that there is among them a mutual interdependence on and with each
other, and this leads Us to consider Our position, which seems pressing
and fraught with danger, unless We seek for wise and experienced men
to asgist Us in the Government of the Empire. For this reason We sent
a special mission of high officials to visit various parts of the world to
inquire into the system of government there. Our High Commissioners,
Duke Tsai Tse and his colleagues, have now returned from their travels,
and in all their reports to Us they are unanimous in the declaration that
the main cause of the backward condition of this Empire is due to the
lack of confidence between the highest and lowest, between the Throne
and Ministers and the people. Indeed, officials know not how to protect
the people, while on the other hand it follows that the people are ignorant
of how to guard the safety of the country. Foreign countries really
become powerful by granting & Constitution to the masses and allowing
universal suffrage. Thus the interests of the Throne and the people are
the same and what affeots the one will also affect the other. The people
of foreign countries elect their elders to rule over them. The powers of
each are clearly defined and the methods of obtaining funds for Govern-
ment purposes are properly regulated. Everything is controlled under a
proper system which aims at the welfare of the people at large. As for
Ourselves, it is necessary to make a careful investigation into the matter
and prepare Ourselves to imitate this Government by Constitation, in
which the supreme control must be in the hands of the Throne, while
the interests of the masses shall be entrusted to their nominees chosen
by their suffrage. This, it is to be hoped, will be the means of strengthen-
ing the foundations of an everlasting Empire. But up to the present no
method of procedure has been drawn up, while the understanding of the
magses is very limited. Any undue haste shown in the introduction of
these reforms will in the end prove so much labour lost. How can We
then face Our subjects under such ciroumstances and how regain their
oonfidence and faith in Us? It is incumbent upon us therefore as a

|
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beginning to reform the official system, next, to revise the laws in their
most minute details, and promote and encourage universal education,
regulate the finances and the sources of revenue, reorganise the army,
and establish a strong gendarmerie throughout the Empire. The gentry
and people will then understand the kind of government needed for the
country and be prepared to start the foundations of a Constitutional
Government, while the officials of all classes, in Peking and elsewhere,
will use their best endeavours to bring Our desires to & trinmphant
conclusion. In a few years’ time, when a rough outline of what is needed
has been made, then will the time come to appoint a day for the
inauguration de facto of a Constitutional Government. The whole
Empire will then be notified of the fact. We would therefore earnestly
exhort the Viceroys and Governors of Our provinces to issue proclama-
tions to the people exhorting them to show a desire for education, to be
loyal and patriotic, to sacrifice for the good of all, and to refrain from
destroying a grand structure through petty strife and private quarrels.
Let all observe law and order and prepare themselves to enjoy the solid
advantages of a Constitutional Government. This is Our sincere hope
and desire, Let this be made known to all.”

The first step towards carrying out this programme was
the issue of a Decree on November 6th following remodelling
the Administration of the Central Government. At the
same time reference was made to the creation of a

| deliberative assembly called the Tzu Cheng Yuan, & species of

Senate, which was to provide a training ground for the new
parliament. By a further Edict, dated September 20th,
1907, Grand Councillor Sun Chia Nai and Prince Pu Lun
were appointed Presidents of the body which was thus to be
called into existence, with instructions to draw up in
conjunction with the Grand Council regulations in regard to
its formation and procedure.

A month later, on October 19th, 1907, the establishment
of Provincial Assemblies was also decreed, with power to
discuss provincial affairs, pass resolutions, and submit them
to their respective Governors for approval and execution.
But as in the case of the Tzu Cheng Yuan, the Assemblies
were to be merely deliberative or consultative bodies with
no powers of legislation. They were to be nothing more
than the medium for the expression of public opinion and
debating schools for the legislators that were to be.

In the meantime the Commissioners, who had been
abroad for the purpose of studying the constitutions of
foreign countries, had occupied themselves in the leisurely
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consideration of a scheme for Constitutional Government in
China, and the framing of the principles which would in
eourse of time control the relationship of sovereign and
subject.

The task was not an easy one. Her Majesty Tzu Hsi
was quite willing to go down in history as the originator
of a social compact which should inaugurate a new era,
wherein the people should be happy and prosperous and the
country strong and secure in the blessings of peace. But on
the other hand, as the point was approached for the great
Imperial concession, she could not bear to see herself
surrendering that supreme authority which from time
immemorial has been the characteristic of autocratic rule.
In her idea of the new scheme of things the sovereignty
would continue with the Emperor, not reside in the
people.

In these circumstances the documents which were
intended to form the Great Charter of Chinese Liberties
were somewhat at variance with generally accepted ideas on
the subject of Constitutional Government. .

The scheme of the Commissioners was divided under four
headings—the Bovereignty of the Emperor, the Rights and
Duties of the Subject, Parliament, and Elections.

The second of these sections was satisfactory in that it
clearly secured to the people the fundamental rights of
freedom of speech and freedom from imprisonment or
punishment without trial by competent judges in accord-
ance with the law. Similarly the election regulations,
if they were slight and left the position a little vague in
the important matter of voters’ qualification, nevertheless,
as an expression of general principles, were not inadequate.

When we come to the questions of Sovereignty and
Parliament, however, it is a somewhat different story. As
under the British Constitution, Parliament would initiate
legislation and its proposed measures would only become
law on receiving the Imperial sanction. But there the
resemblance ended. There was no intention to allow
the term “le Ros s’avisera” to fall into disuse, and the
Royal Prerogative was very amply protected. In the
first place it was specifically enacted that the Ta Ch’ing
or Great Pure Dynasty, the dynastic title of the reigning
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house, “ would rule for ever and ever and be honoured
through all the ages.” To this, of course, there could
be no serious objection. At most it need only be regarded
as & concession to Imperial prejudices. But the conclu-
sions that seemed to follow from it robbed the Parlia-
ment of its independence and deprived it of much of its
utility. The Emperor alone was to have power to make
laws and to decide what matters should be put before
Parliament for discussion. The Emperor would convoke,
prorogue, suspend, or terminate Parliament. The Emperor
alone would have power to appoint officials and to dismiss
them. The Emperor would have sole power to administer
the law and appoint judges. Finally he would be free,
subject to certain very slender restrictions, to supplement
the law by means of Imperial Decrees.

The Edict which accepted these proposals was issued on
August 28th, 1908. It emphasised the aspect of the matter
which has been just described. ‘‘The important point,”
ran a significant passage of the Imperial utterance, ‘ is that
there should be no departure from the many Imperial
Decrees salready issued, and that the supreme authority
should continue to be vested in the Bovereign, whilst the
people should have the right to deliberate on public
questions. In founding a system of Constitutional Govern-
ment, inaugurating a Parliament, and arranging the methods
of election, this guiding principle must always be kept in
view, that the authority of the Throne still retains its full
effect and cannot be encroached upon in the smallest degree.”

The proposals of the Reform Commission also included
an elaborate scheme for educating the country up to the
point where they would be ready to enjoy the blessings of
such a beneficent regime as is here indicated, and remodel-
ling the administrative system to meet what would then be
the State requirements. These, too, met with Imperial
approval, and it was decreed that all preparatory measures
must be completed by the ninth year from the then date
—1916—when a Constitutional Government would be pro-
claimed and a Parliament convened.

‘With this position the Empress Dowager seems to have
been thoroughly satisfied, and she looked forward hopefully
to a new era in which she would play no small part in
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shaping the destinies of the New China. And certainly in
a sense substantial progress had been accomplished. If
Tzu Hsi had refused to limit the monarchical functions
she had, on the other hand, promised enfranchisement to
the subject, and admitted the principle of discussion of the
nation’s affairs, a concession that could only have the
ultimate result of curtailing the Imperial Prerogative. For
it provided that opportunity for abstract discussion to
which reference has already been made, and which cannot
be too strongly insisted upon, as such an important factor
in a nation’s political progress.

It is probable that had the ‘ Old Buddha " lived, on the
foundations which were thus laid would have been con-
structed the fabric of the modern State. It is true that by
this time the revolutionary party had greatly increased in
strength. They had established an official organ, called
the Min Pao, or the People’s Paper, the first number of
which, published by Sun Chiao Jen,* had appeared on the
26th of November, 1905. In the course of the three years
which followed their influence had spread very rapidly.

Nevertheless, at this time it constituted but a small
amount of leaven in the huge Chinese body politic, and in
order that its influence might be broken or its growth
at least checked, the Chinese Government induced the
Japanese Government to bring pressure on the revolutionary
organisation, with the result that after a time their journal
was suppressed. Thereupon the leaders left Japan and
went to Singapore, where it was said poverty involved
many of them in great distress.

This was in the autumn of 1908, and it seems reasonable
to suppose that had any real endeavour been made to
follow out the course now laid down there would have
been no revolution. The spirit of the Empress Dowager,
however, was greater than her strength, and on the 15th
of November, 1908, she ‘ passed beyond.” The ill-starred
Emperor Kuang Hsfi had already ‘ become a Guest on
High” at five o’clock in the evening of the previous day.

According to the Edict that was issued in the name of
the new Emperor, Kuang Hsii's nephew, a child of two

* A true reformer. Mr. Bun subsequently became Minister of
Agriculture and Forestry in the Republican Government.
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years, Pu Yi, the Empress-Dowager had for some time
been ill, when ‘‘unfortunately, owing to her sorrow at the
death of Kuang Hisii, her sickness increased and her spirit
was handed to Heaven.” Thus must the proprieties be
satisfied.

Other accounts had it that her end had been inevitable,
and that the Emperor was hastened on his long journey in
order that Tzn Hsi might be in a position to settle the
question of succession, which though already determined
upon in theory might yet be a source of trouble. Finally,
it has been recorded by the historians of her life and
times* that she died quite unexpectedly whileshe was
still looking forward to a career of usefulness and activity
during the long regency which the adoption of a child of
tender years would necessarily entail.

The death of Tzu Hsi resulted in a great change in the
persons of the play. In the first place, the reins of
Government fell to Prince Ch’un, brother of the late Emperor
and father of the Emperor Pu Yi, and the Xung Xiu
Empress-Dowager, the childless widow of Kuang Hsii and
niece of the late Empress-Dowager, Tzu Hsi. S8econdly,
it involved the downfall of Yuan Shih K'ai. According to
the great biography on which we have more than once
relied, Kuang Hsii had in his last hours drawn up a
rough holograph will :—

“We were the second son of Prince Ch'un when the Empress-
Dowager selected Us for the Throne. She bas always hated Us, but
for Our misery of the past ten years Yuan Shih K’ai is responsible, and
one other ” (the second name is said to have been illegible). ‘ When
the time comes I desire that Yuan be summarily beheaded.” ¢

Yuan at this time was a member of the Grand Council
and the most influential Chinese in the Empire. Up to 1907
he had been Viceroy of Chihli, with the control of the flower
of China’s new army. Butit would almost appear as though
he was thought to be becoming too powerful: at any rate
the Empress-Dowager saw fit to call him to higher things.
Apart from this, however, the change had been a wise one.

#* ¢ China under the Empress-Dowager,” J. O. P. Bland and E.

" Backhouse, p. 460.

t Ibid., p. 460,
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Yuan Shih K’ai had always stood for progress on sound
and moderate lines, and his elevation to the Grand Council
had brought to the councils of the nation a great accession
of strength. His reputation also stood high with foreigners,
and especially with the diplomatic representatives of the
foreign Powers.

Unfortunately, the Regent, who himself had no love for
Yuan Shih K’ai, could not be induced to take the higher
and more patriotic view and subordinate personal feeling
to State requirements. Though he dared not venture
on the literal fulfilment of his brother’s wish, he decreed
the downfall of this eminent man in terms which Yuan
could not easily forgive, and of which the Regent himself
was destined painfully to be reminded :—

% The Grand Councillor and President of the Board of Foreign
Affairs, Yuan Shih K’ai, was chosen by His late Majesty to fill many
high posts, and upon Our accession to the Throne We conferred further
signal marks of favour upon him, in the belief that he possessed abilities
which would enable him to render good service. He has now, however,
been seized with a disease in the feet which makes it difficult for him to
move about and thus renders him unfit for the performance of his
duties. We therefore Decree that as a mark of compassion he shall
forthwith vacate his posts and retire to his native place for the purpose
of treating his complaint.” *

Except for this retrograde move, affairs of state for a
time were not unpromising. Prince Ch'un had travelled
abroad, and was of not unprogressiveimind. Furthermore,
he was strongly prepossessed in favour of the policy of
Constitutional Reform, and continued to work out the
programme which had been laid down.

On the 14th of October, 1909, the Assemblies met in
each provincial capital, and the dignity and decorum,
generally speaking, which characterised their proceedings
did much to impress on observers the sincerity and sound-
ness of the leaders of provincial thought. It was not long,
however, before the freedom in exchange of ideas engen-
dered by debate, and the confidence in themselves which
they rapidly acquired, suggested to the members of the
Assemblies that the time had now arrived when a Parlia-
ment could and should be convened. In December, 1910,

* Cf, Chapter XL, post.
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over fifty delegates from various provinces in China meft
in Shanghai, and after due consideration proceeded to
Peking with a view to presenting a memorial.

The reply of the Prince Regent was contained in a
somewhat lengthy Decree, the reasoning of which is con-
tained in the following phrases:—

“ Qur Empire is extensive in area, and as neither the preparations
are complete, nor the people’s standard of intelligence uniform, should
a Parliament suddenly be opened, it is anticipated that opposition may
be rife, which will hamper the progress of Constitutional Government.
Bhould this happen, not only shall We be unable to satisfy the spirit of
the late Emperor in Heaven, but it will be open to question whether
the representatives, who present this petition, can face Our four hundred
million brethren.

' We wish to exhibit absolute gincerity and to hide nothing. In short,
Constitutional Government will certainly be established, and a Parlia-
ment will be surely opened, but what is to be carefully considered is the
question of time and order. Assafe gait is essential in & long walk, so
is it unwise to look for immediate resulis in attempting an important
task. Provincial Assemblies have been opened in all the provinces,
and the National Assembly will be organised next (Chinese) year; thus
the basis of a Parliament will be complete.”

With this reply the provinces, protest as they might,
had for the time being perforce to be content.

On the 3rd of October, 1910, the Tzu Cheng Yuan, or
Senate, met for the first time in Peking. It was opened
by the Prince Regent in person, who in the form of an
inaugural address delivered the following admirable senti-
ments :—

“From the time of Our assumption of the Regency under the
Imperial command, the situation has been beset with difficulties and
day and night are fraught with alarm.

“All the Princes and Ministers are whole-heartedly united in
the endeavour to fulfil the valedictory admonitions of their late
Majesties to make preparations for the orderly introduction of the
details of Constitutional Government. We cannot adequately express
our gratification at being able to be present in person to witness
the inauguration of the now established Senate. At the present
time a great and universal struggle for the progress of -civilisation
is taking place. At its inception every important measure for the
establishment of a State rests on the thoroughness of Government
and the perfeotion of legislation ; still more does it rest on the joint aid
afforded by the wholehearted harmony and sympathy of all classes.
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The Senate is the place for the representation of public opinion. All its
members enjoy the confidence of the Throne and advancement to
position by the voice of the masses. They must be able to exert to the
utmos$ their most genuine effort to join in assisting the national aims,
and in expanding the benefits of Constitutional Government, and to
serve a8 & pattern for the Parliament. They should glory in this
splendid measure which has hitherto never existed in China, and hope
truly for unlimited benefit for the advancement of the State.
¢ This must be the object aimed at by all its members.”

Simultaneously the child-Emperor was made to issue
a Decree in which he called upon the members to * cleanse
their minds of prejudice and cultivate public spirit, that
they might show their loyalty to the Throne and discharge
their responsibilities to the people.”

It was not long, however, before the members of this
body in their turn addressed themselves to the burning
questions of the early opening of Parliament and the
formation of a Cabinet. In due course the Throne was
memorialised, the memorial being backed by a telegraphic
communication from the Governors of provinces. By a
Decree of November 4th issued in reply the Regent, who
began to realise the insistent nature of the demand, reduced
the period of probation by three years, involving the forma-
tion of the Cabinet at a relatively earlier date. The
Parliament would therefore come into being in 1913.

The Edict which made this concession was of great
length and traversed well-worn ground. Once more the
dangers of haste were deprecated, an argument which,
sincere though it may well have been and thoroughly well-
founded, sounded in the people’s ears as a mere excuse for
deferring their enfranchisement. The scheme of adminis-
trative changes and the educational programme were, of
course, to be modified, while the Edict concluded with the
pious hope that there might be ““ a successful consummation
at the appointed time, giving repose in Heaven to the spirit
of the late Emperor, and on earth satisfaction of the impor-
tunate hopes of the People within the Four Seas.”

On the same date a further Edict was issued in sterner
terms :—

“Imperial Directions have now been given that the time when the
Parliament shall be established shallb the fifth year of Hsuan T'ung



46 THE PASSING OF THE MANCHUS

(1918). The Ministry of the Interior and the Provincial Viceroys and
Governors shall now firmly instruct and order the representatives of the
provinoes at once to disperse and return to their own homes, each following
his calling in peace, and quietly awaiting the arrangement of all details
by the Throne. Such is the Imperial Command.”

But still it appeared that neither the Senate nor the
country at large was satisfied. On November 9th the Senate
submitted another appeal for the opening of Parliament,
and again took up the matter of the immediate formation
of a responsible Cabinet, to the latter point more especially
devoting their attention. In the course of the vigorous
campaign which then ensued they even went the length
of impeaching that venerable body the Grand Council, first
collectively and later on individually, and so strenuous was
their onslaught that the most pachydermatous of officials
began to experience an uneasy sensation. Early in Decem-
ber the Grand Councillors, who had no mind to be made
responsible for their actions to the Tzu Cheng Yuan, re-
signed. Their resignations were not accepted, but the
Senate had made one of their points. In an Edict of
December 25th the Throne conceded the immediate forma-
tion of a Cabinet, and ordered its constitution to be framed
forthwith. In the meantime the campaign for the earlier
opening of Parliament had been attended with less success-
ful results. Though in various large centres the most
serious demonstrations took place, the Government stood
firm on the position indicated by the Imperial Edict of
November 4th, which has already been referred to. Beyond
that point the Throne refused to go, contenting itself with
instructions to the Commission of Constitutional Reform to
draft without delay the modifications in the original scheme
involved in the curtailment in time which had been effected.
And here the Senate and the country had for the present
to let the matter rest. Public Opinion, or what passed for
Public Opinion, was strong, but as yet the arm of the
constituted authorities was stronger still.



CHAPTER V
THE POLICY OF CENTRALISATION

RHAPS the most noticeable, and probably by far the

most important, characteristic of Chinese internal
politics in recent years has been the growth of antagonism
between the provinces and the Central Government. Nor
should it be matter for surprise that it should have arisen.
The time must come in the growth of all nations when the
relative advantages and disadvantages of centralisation and
decentralisation have to be considered in relation to the
requirements of Government and a country’s needs. It
was inevitable in China, especially in view of the circum-
stances of the adoption of Western methods and the spirit
of independence of thought which was beginning to per-
meate an important section of the people, that the question
should arouse deep passions.

One of the earliest manifestations of this antagonism, and
one more easily followed by the foreign observer, was the
so-called “ Rights Recovery” movement, with its cory of
“China for the Chinese.” This, though primarily perhaps
the outcome of anti-foreign sentiment, rapidly became the
plank on which to base those criticisms of Central Govern-
ment methods to which men were beginning to find courage
to give expression. It was loudly proclaimed that the
Peking bureaucracy had sold, and was daily selling, the
birthright of the people to foreigners, who were enabled
to acquire their interests, irrespective of the merits of
their schemes, by illegitimately smoothing their path with
the officials with whom they had to deal.

As is the way with such criticisms and protests, some
frequently contained much justice; others, on the other
band, were sometimes far from fair. Similarly they were

a
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often honest, but it may not be denied that it was not
unknown for them to be tainted with self-interest.

That injustice and self-interest should at times be more
than noticeable was inevitable and natural. It need not
alienate sympathies. What is more difficult to sympathise
with, and where the provinces made their mistake, was in
the adoption of an attitude of unreason. And if at the
moment the motives of “ Young China” are and must for
some time be scrutinised carefully, and their protestations
accepted with caution, it will be largely due not only to the
spirit which originally inspired the * Rights Recovery”
movement, but to the methods it employed to work its
will. Not content with urging the adoption of a new
policy as regards future concessions and the terms of ad-
mission of foreign capital, they resorted to every means
in their power to cancel existing rights, or by a process
of obstruction to render them of such little value that
ultimately perfectly valid foreign interests could be, and in
fact were, redeemed on Chinese terms.

From the Chinese point of view, and this is not the place
to discuss it from a foreign standpoint, this action paralysed
the hands of the Central Government and prevented the
development of new enterprises on legitimate and useful
lines.

In the matter of railways, around which the ultimate
battle was destined to be waged, the Central Government
succumbed comparatively early. In 1906 the Hankow-
Canton trunk, which had formerly been proposed as the
subject of American finance, was, on the urgent advice of
the Viceroy of Hukuang, Chang Chih Tung, handed over
to the provinces concerned. Similarly with the important
trunk that was to open up the Province of 8zechuen and
bring that distant region into commercial relations with
the outside world on a scale commensurate to its potenti-
alities. The sanction of many other provincial schemes
followed.

It is true that the Tientein-Pukou loan was put through
and acquiesced in during 1908, but it was only because the
negotiations had progressed too far for them to be broken off.
Similarly in the case of the Shanghai-Hangchow-Ningpo rail-
way, which it had been agreed in 1898 should be financed by
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the British and Chinese Corporation, the Central Government
had no alternative but to conclude a loan in fulfilment of
their long-standing obligation. 'When the time came, how-
ever, to undertake the work of construction under the
superintendence of foreign engineers, in accordance with
the terms of the loan contract, local opposition was so
strong that the project as a Central Government under-
taking had to be abandoned and the work of construction
undertaken as a provincial enterprise.

It was not long before the unwisdom of the policy thus
forced upon the Central Government became manifest, and
in 1909, seeing that in three years virtually no progress
had been made on the Canton-Hankow trunk and the
8zechuen line, Chang Chih Tung entered into a preliminary
contract with a group comprised of British, French, and
German financiers to provide the funds and technical
supervision required for their construction.

The effect of this action was twofold. On the one hand
it evoked a grave provincial protest, and on the other it
brought American financiers into the field with & claim to
participate on the ground of an earlier understanding with
the Chinese Government in the event of foreign money
being required in Szechuen.

The adjustment of the difference between the foreign
interested parties occupied some considerable time, but
eventually, in May, 1910, a settlement was arrived at,
resulting in the formation of the now well-known
Quadruple Syndicate. Negotiations were then resumed
with the Chinese Government.

In the meantime Chang Chih Tung had died, and in his
valedictory memorial had again emphasised his conversion. -
“The Canton-Hankow and Szechuen-Hankow railways,”
we read, “being of the utmost importance at the present
day, these lines should assuredly be undertaken by the
Government with a view to their speedy construction.”

It was not till the early part of 1911, however, that
anything tangible was accomplished. At that time Sheng
Hstian Huai, better known as Sheng Kung-pao, had
recently been called to the position of President of the
Board of Communications.

Sheng, whose portrait may yet be remembered in the

6
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Academy of 1907, was a sound business man and & capable
administrator. In the course of his long career he had
occupied many positions of great importance. To mention
a few of the fields of his activities, besides holding numerous
purely official positions he had also administered the Tele-
graphs, controlled the China Merchants’ Steam Navigation
Company, and occupied the position of director-general of
various railways. He had risen in 1901 to the height of
Junior Guardian of the Heir Apparent, from which was
derived his title of Kung-pao.

Unfortunately H.E. Sheng bore a somewhat indifferent
reputation as regards honesty, and was highly unpopular
with a large section of his countrymen, who regarded him
and his associates as rapacious and entirely unscrupulous,
preying upon the people and using their position in the
Central Government to the advancement of their private
ends. It is probable, however, that a prejudice which it is
to be feared had become almost traditional blinded his
critics to Sheng’s finer qualities, and prevented a just
appreciation of his aims and ideals. It is probable also
that, whatever reproaches he may have merited in the
earlier stages of his career, they were due in respect of what
have not unusually been regarded in China as venial sins.
Nor was there now any necessity for their continued
practice. Sheng was an immensely wealthy man. In
years he approached, if he had not already exceeded, the
allotted span. He had performed many and great services
to his country in the domain of commerce and industrialism,
and conceivably he, whose experience in such matters was
8o much more considerable than that of other men, was
honestly set on performing some last service which should
stay the process of disintegration that threatened.

But however this may be, and it is not likely to be a very
popular view, Sheng Kung-pao had the courage to formulate
a sound policy which could only prove unpopular. And in
justice to him it must be reckoned to the credit side of his
account, for it is not to be supposed that he failed to foresee
the nature of the opposition it would arouse, though he
badly misjudged its strength. The Tzu Cheng Yuan in
their first session had demanded the right to consider and
sanction all proposed foreign loans before they were con-
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tracted for. The practical application of Sheng’s ideas
could only produce an immense outcry throughout the
country. He saw, however, that only the successful
consummation of his plans in the course of & few months
could protect them from interminable delays. That section
of the Tzu Cheng Yuan which represented members from
the provinces would never have had the courage to approve
large foreign loans, and in the meantime the needs of the
country must be neglected.

Broadly speaking, Sheng Hstian Huai had two principal
aims—to reform the currency and to bind the provinces
together by means of railways.

In pursuance of these ideas a contract was made with the
Quadruple Syndicate in April, 1911, for £10,000,000, mainly
intended for currency reform, but including £3,000,000
for the development of industries in Manchuria.* The
operation aroused great criticism in the provinces, but before
it had had time to manifest itself seriously, the Hukuang
loan, which came much nearer home to the people, was
concluded and the storm broke.

The way had been paved on the 9th of May by a declara-
tive Decree, which, in the flowing periods in which the
benevolent intentions of the paternal Government were wont
to be conveyed, laid down the new policy. The Decree was
in the following terms :—

“The Ministry of Posts and Communications report that they have
acted on the suggestion recently submitted to the Throne by the Censor
8hih Chang Hsin, that a distinctive method should be adopted of dealing
with trunk lines and branch lines of railway. This suggestion was a very
satisfactory one in view of the extended nature of China’s frontiers, which
stretch for many thousands of miles in all directions, enclosing a vast
space which would require many months of travel to compass.

““The Throne is full of solicitude for the defence of our frontiers,
seeking day and night to exercise proper control, and we find that the
speedy construction of railways represents the only means to attain this
end. Moreover, conferences on matters of government, the conduot of
military operations and the transport of produce are all dependent on

* With a view presumably to disarming Japanese criticism a small
loan of Yen 10,000,000 had been placed with the Yokohama Specie Bank
in the previous month, which was expressed to be required for the
purpose of * redeeming a loan item and for the Government Railways.”
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facility of communication, which is thus a first essential in our desire for
progress.

“As a result of earnest consideration we find that the country must
have trunk lines throughout the length and breadth of the land in order
to enable the Government to be carried on and a firm grip to be kept on
our territories.

¢ Formerly the matter was not properly thought out, and there was no
definite method, so that throughout the country lines were built a%
random. No difference was made between frunk and branch lines, and
the capacity (or otherwise) of the people to build was not taken into
account ; it was sufficient for any one to present a petition and a permit
for private construction followed as a matter of course.

“ Nevertheless, though many years have passed, we find to-day tha$
Canton has raised half its share eapital, but has not constructed many
miles of railway; Szechuen has lost much of its funds, which impeach-
ment and prosecution have failed to recover; Hunan and Hupei have
had a railway bureau for many years, but have nothing to show for their
squandered funds. Thus have the resources of myriads of the people
been lost through waste or embezzlement. The longer this continues,
the greater will be the people’s loss, high and low will suffer harm, and
evils unthinkable will result.

¢ Therefore be it specially and clearly proclaimed for the information
of all that all trunk lines belong to the State by a formal Ordinance of
the Government. All trunk lines for the private construction of which
Provincial Companies have been founded before the present year, and
which have all been delayed, are to be taken back by the State and
immediately completed.

“Branch lines may still be constructed by merchants and people
sccording to their capacity, but with the exception of these the permits
formerly issued for the construction of trunk lines are to be cancelled.
Let the Ministries of Finance and of Posts and Communications decide
on the detailed method of taking back the lines in question—in obedience
to this command—and submit the same for Our approval as soon as
possible.

‘“The Ministers of State concerned should not hesitate and repeat the
mistake previougly made.

‘‘Should there be any who without regard to the public interest
deliberately interfere with this railway policy or stir up strife and
resistance, let them be treated as rebels.

¢ Let this be notified fo all.”

The receipt of this Decree in the Province of Hunan was
the signal for instant protest. The shareholders apparently
were sufficiently content with things as they were, and
bad no desire either to be saved from themselves or from
the wasteful methods of those responsible for the control of
the enterprise. 8o strong did the feeling rapidly become
that the Governor, Yang Wen Ting, felt constrained to send
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a private telegram of warning to the Board of Communi-
cations, which throws an interesting light on the conditions
prevailing in the province.

‘“The issue of the Decree handing over the railways to
the Government,” ran this document, ‘has occasioned
great indignation among the masses, and the whole body
of the people are raising a clamour. Every day meetings
are being held to discuss the situation, at which most
violent speeches have been made.

“It is impossible to reason with the people or to pro-
hibit their meetings by force. I have done my best to
admonish the people, and have agreed to memorialise on
their behalf praying for the Imperial clemency, and have
warned them against rioting. At the present moment they
have dispersed, but it will be difficult to appease them finally.
The people of this district are of an excitable nature, and
in last year’s riots bad characters recklessly stirred up
trouble in a moment. Again, there has just been trouble
at Canton, where the strictest precautions had been taken,
and I very much fear lest advantage should be taken of
this to meditate trouble here. If crowds collect and utter
threats, they will drag with them the lower classes, and
pretexts will be seized to create a disturbance, which will
certainly cause a great calamity.

“I, Wen Ting, am charged with the duty of preserving
the province, and I am really unable to face such a re-
sponsibility. When the various representatives have pre-
sented their petition I shall proceed to state the real facts
to the Throne in & clear memorial.

“I propose now to ask your Board, as a first step, to
telegraph to the railway companies instructions couched
somewhat on the following lines :(—

¢ ¢ Substantial sums have been collected by your com-
panies, thus showing how enthusiastic the merchants are
over the matter. It is necessary then that everything
should go on as before, and no special officials or engineers
will be appointed. As regards the future, it is necessary
to wait for the Director-General to advance or stop the
work as he sees fit, in order to secure uniformity of

uge.’

“In this way we shall pacify people’s minds, for, no
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matter whether these railways are managed by the officials
or the merchants, they are all State-owned.

““ At the present time the people are in a very angry
state, and the only thing to do is to try to arrange a com-
promise and to accomplish one’s aim gradually. If any
hasty action is taken a serious calamity will at once
ensue. Matters are very critical, and I therefore send you
this secret word in advance for you to prepare some ar-
rangement. I earnestly beg you to send me an immediate
reply. For the rest, I am reporting in detail by letter.”

The reply to this communication was conciliatory in
tone, but firm. It was pointed out that it was not neces-
sary for the companies interested to stop work, or that
the change in policy involved dispensing with the services
of those who were already employed. The recovery of the
trunk lines for the State—in other words, the imposition of
State control—was done * with the object of securing the
welfare of the people and a definite and uniform plan of
operations.” The details still remained for joint discussion
and subsequent settlement.

A telegram in similar terms was also addressed to the
Viceroys of the Liang Kuang, at Canton, and of Szechuen.

On the 18th of May an Imperial Edict appointed his
Excellency Tuan Fang Director-General of the Canton-
Hankow and Szechuen-Hankow railways. On May the
20th the Quadruple Syndicate signed with Sheng Hsiian
Huai, acting under the authority of an Imperial Edict,
the contract for the Hukuang loan.

As its name implies, the proceeds of this loan, subject
to deduction of a sum approximating £550,000 for redemp-
tion of bonds formerly issued by the American China
Development Company in connection with the Canton-
Hankow railway, were to be devoted to railway develop-
ments in the Provinces of Hunan and Hupei. In other
words, the Hukuang sections of the line, which is ultimately
to connect Canton with the capital, and of the important
trunk destined to open up Szechuen, appeared to be at last
within measurable distance of construction. The loan
was for an amount, in the first instance, of six million
pounds sterling, at an annual interest of 5 per cent.,
increasable by the issue of a second series for an amount not
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exceeding four million pounds sterling in the event of the
proceeds of the first series proving insufficient for the stated
purposes, and the Imperial Government failing to raise
funds to meet the required balance from their own re-
sources. With the other terms of the loan, which were,
generally speaking, more favourable to China than any rail-
way loan yet concluded, we are not here concerned. In-
teresting as are all these matters, with all that they imply,
unless our narrative is to exceed all due bounds, there is no
alternative but to confine ourselves to the inquiry as to the
state of feeling in the country.

This, it must be recorded, did not grow less strong. On
the contrary, conditions of great seriousness were rapidly
created in the Province of Hunan. By the 31st of May
local action had called forth the following Edict :—

“Yang Wen Ting memorialises that the Provincial Assembly of Hunan
has petitioned stating that the Hunan people were quite able to construct
their own railways, and did not wish to contract any loan. He has there-
fore memorialised in accordance with their wishes.

“The Government policy has already been definitely announced,
under which the main railway lines become State-owned. Moreover, the
gystem of ‘rent shares’ in vogue in Szechuen and Hunan has been entirely
stopped by our order, and instructions have been given for satisfactory
arrangements to be made with regard to shares which have already been
collected. All this has been done because the operation of main lines by
merchants had merely served to increase the sufferings of the people,
and because Our object was to lighten the burdens of Our poor subjects.
In changing the Government policy We cannot allow any loss to fall on
them, and they should have been filled with rejoicing on this account.
How is it then that there is this opposition ?

The Provincial Assembly misunderstood the sitnation, and many of
the statements in their petition are quite inaccurate, while their attitude
is tantamount to a threat.

“Yang Wen Ting, as a local official, is charged with the responsibility
of suppressing trouble and pacifying the people. If, after the former clear
Edicts had been issued, he had shown his sympathy with the Throne’s
love for the people by earnestly explaining to them the real state of
affairs, all suspicions would have been dispelled. But instead of this he
recklessly memorialised Us on behalf of the Assembly just atter We had
definitely fixed the Government policy. Such conduct is, indeed, im-
proper. We hereby order that he be severely reprimanded. Yesterday
‘We again issued a Decree commanding the cessation of all taxation levied
on rice, salt, and houses for the construction of railways in Hunan. The
Throne has thus spared no effort to show sympathy with the hardships
of the people. The said Governor is hereby ordered to adhere strictly to
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the frequent Decrees issued on this subject, and at the same time to give
earnest advice to the people, and in concert with them to devise a satis-
factory procedure. Should bad characters secretly incite the people to
create trouble, the former inust be severely punished. If he again fails
to adopt proper measures and serious trouble occurs, he, the Governor,
will be the one held responsible.”

In the meantime Canton and Szechuen had protested in
even more strenuous terms. Though they were not con-
cerned as provinces, as far as the introduction of foreign
money was concerned, their railways or projected lines had
also been expressly earmarked for State or Central Govern-
ment, as opposed to provincial, enterprise and control.
These protests evoked equally stern rebukes.

It has been suggested in some quarters that this provin-
cial attitude was mainly attributable to the hostility and
distrust excited by the Sheng oligarchy, as Sheng Kung-pao
and his associates have been called, and represented a protest
against the methods proposed for acquiring the interests of
ghareholders rather than & challenge of the principles at
stake. It is true the feeling against Sheng was undoubtedly
strong, but the methods proposed for redeeming the enter-
prises did not appear, theoretically at any rate, to be open
to objection. The situation was a highly complicated one.
The methods of raising money had been diverse. Apart
from deriving capital in the normal way by voluntary sub-
scription, special railway taxes had been imposed locally,
principally on rice and salt, while landowners had been
compelled to subscribe for shares varying in number in pro-
portion to the area of their holdings. These latter were
known as rent-shares in contradistinction to, though enjoy-
ing the same rights as, the shares subscribed by merchants.

By these means not inconsiderable sums had been raised.
But much had been frittered away, and here again another
distinction involving difficulties arose. As the Board of
Finance put it in & lengthy memorial on the whole question,
“ the chief difficulty was that the conditions in the four pro-
vinces (t.e., Kuangtung, Hunan, Hupei, and S8zechuen) were
quite different, and malpractices had not been carried out to
the same extentin all.” Proposals by the Board then followed
for compensating the shareholders, in part immediately and
in part ultimately, the basis of the Board's proposals being
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the principle that * to nationalise the railways without ulti-
mately paying back every cent of the share capital would
inevitably destroy the Government credit.”

These proposals, after being briefly summarised, were
approved in the following Decree :—

¢ The Ta Chih Pu has presented Memorials setting forth detailed par-
tioulars for resuming the ownership of the Sgzechuen-Canton-Hankow
trunk lines. The nationalisation of railways has the double object of
protecting the railway administration and showing sympathy for the
distrees of the people. Some time ago We issued decrees putting an end
to the collection of subscriptions for railway shares in Szechuen, Hunan,
and other provinces, and have repeatedly ordered that satisfactory
measures be devised to deal with the amounts already collected. Now,
according to the Memorialists, it is suggested that the shares in railway
companies subscribed by the four provinces Kuangtung, Szechuen,
Hunan, and Hupei be all examined and taken over by the Government
in exchange for special Government railway bonds, which shall be issued
by the Tu Chih Pu and the Yu Chuan Pu, and bear interest at the rate
of 6 per cent. per annum. In the future all surplus profits will be divided
among the bondholders according to the number of shares they have.
Bondholders who wish $o recoup their capital may do so after the lapse
of five years by fifteen yearly instalments, but before the instalments are
due the bondholders may at any time borrow money from the Ta Ch'ing
Government Bank or the Bank of Communications on the security of the
bonds in accordance with the banking regulation. Those who are not
willing to surrender their shares in exchange for Government railway
bonds are allowed to settle the matter in a different manner so as to
show equity.”

The Decree then proceeded to distingmish between the
various railways and to differentiate between the forms of
share subscription.

“ The Kuangtung railway shares have been subscribed entirely by the
merocantile community, and there has been great extravagance of expen.
diture occasioned by delay in construction. Consequently the shares are
at a discount of more than 50 per cent. But now it is proposed to make
a generous repayment of 60 per cent. of their original value in the first
instance, and, in order to show special consideration, Government bonds
bearing no interest will be issued for the remaining 40 per cent. When
the railway is completed and has begun to pay, the bondholders will be
allowed to recoup the remaining part of their capital from the surplus
profits in ten annual instalments. The Hunan railway shares subscribed
by merchants are to be paid in their full value. As regards the other
ghares that have been raised by rice subscription, rent subscription, &o.,
Government guaranteed interest-bearing bonds will be issued in exchange
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for them. Hupei railway shares are also to be paid in their full value.
The railway funds which have been expended in connection with famine
relief are to be treated in the same way as the Hunan rice subscription.
The sum of four million and several hundred thousand taels spent on
actual materials for the construction of the Ichang section of the Szechuen
railway will be made good by the grant of Government guaranteed
interest-bearing bonds. It is optional on the part of the shareholders
whether the balance of over seven million taels is to be employed for
railway shares or for the promotion of the industries in their respective
provinces. As these suggestions are satisfactory, We hereby command
the Director-General of the Canton-Hankow and the Szechuen-Hankow
railways to proceed at once to his post and act in concert with the
Viceroys and Governors of the said provinces in carrying out the scheme
as suggested, and in making a careful and detailed investigation of
accounts. In this matter the Throne has exercised its discretion so as to
combine justice with benevolence. After this determination, if any person
be found to make railway matters a pretext for inciting the people to
create a disturbance, the said Viceroys and Governors should mete out
the severest punishment to him without any leniency being shown,
that peace and order may be maintained.”

In view of the complicated nature of the situation, and
of the fact that each one of these railway companies was
virtually bankrupt, and in any Western country must have
gone into liquidation sooner or later and realised for the
benefit of shareholders but a fraction of the amount sub-
scribed, the Government proposals appeared to be not only
reasonable but generous. The only substantial objection
that could be made to them in practice lay in the doubtful
value attaching to a Chinese Government bond in the hands
of a Chinese subscriber. In these days of Provincial Assem-
blies and a 8enate in Peking, however, it was not such a
strong objection as it would have been formerly, and from
a business standpoint, as an alternative to a certain heavy
loss, it had much to recommend it. Certainly this was so
as far as Kuangtung, Hunan, and Hupei were concerned.
In Szechuen there was, as will have been noticed, a funda-
mental difference in the method of treatment. There the
position appears to have been that the shareholders had
subscribed, or agreed to subscribe, an amount of capital
approximating fourteen million taels. Of this amount seven
million taels was assumed, on the strength of a memorial
of the acting Viceroy, to be available in the coffers of the
Szechuen Railway Company either for subscription to
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Government bonds, industrial needs within the province,
or even for return to shareholders. It is more probable,
however, that this sum had not yet been called up; but in
any case the Government had not to consider anything
beyond the amount up to this time actually absorbed,
whether by the railway work or dishonest and wasteful
administration.

Of this latter sum, which amounted to Tls. 7,000,000,
nearly half had been swallowed up in the disastrous Shang-
hai rubber boom, through the speculations of one of the
managers, and proceedings had failed to recover any portion
of it. The Government did not propose, however, to
shoulder the burden of this item, confining the amount of
compensation to the sums supposed to have been spent
on the undertaking. This latter, by means of a very
liberal calculation of the value of the modest amount of
work which had been accomplished, were placed at the
substantial figure of Tls. 4,000,000.

It thus came about that the net position of the share-
holders in Szechuen was to receive back in Government
bonds something more than half the amount in hard cash
actually subscribed, whereas in the neighbouring provinces
Government bonds were to be issued to the extent of the
total amount subscribed.

The whole question is very involved, but it seems toler-
ably clear that the people of S8zechuen had no one to blame
for their misfortunes but their own managers, and that the
differentiation of their case was not an unfair one. Cer-
tainly the Government conditions could not account for the
trouble which ensued, or so have stirred up the province to
united action. They might assuredly aggravate the dis-
content, but they did not represent its cause. The issue in
truth remained the issue of the past few years, that of the
Central Government against the provinces, of the point
where provincial control begins and Imperial control ends.

The question was, would the people yield ? It was cer-
tainly to be hoped that ultimately they would, or at least
that some satisfactory compromise would be arrived at.
The advantages that accrue from local government in many
departments of national life require no demonstration.
But the matter of railways is not one that can be so dealt
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with. In China, for reasons which will readily occur to
those at all familiar with the conditions, nothing but a
strong central administration can deal successfully with the
railway problem. It is too interdependent on the several
provinces to admit of separate provincial control. For
once, at least, the Imperial Government had taken up
a stand which in principle was thoroughly sound. The
long-standing conflict with the provinces had been brought
to & head on an important point. The question of the
nationalisation of railways had become a test case.

But the Government stand had come too late. Provin-
cial feeling was too strong to yield at the Imperial com-
mand. When it was seen that the people’s protests, made
in the first instance by petition to the Viceroy, Chao Erh
Feng, and through Chao Erh Feng by memorial to the
Throne, only evoked a strongly-worded rebuke in the form
of a further Decree, the opponents of the Government
embarked on a policy of passive resistance. Shops were
closed, employees struck, students refused to attend the
schools and colleges, payment of taxes was refused. In
other words, normal life was entirely suspended and a
dangerous condition of affairs created. As all attempts to
secure & return to the normal by reasoning failed, the
Viceroy caused certain arrests to be made of men who were
reputed to be the ringleaders of the movement. This
immediately became the signal for a change of tactics.
Passivity gave place to action, and a severe attack was
made upon the Viceroy's yamen, which was with difficulty
repulsed by the Imperial troops.

This was on the 7th of September. What quickly
became known as the Szechuen Revolt had commenced.
It rapidly assumed amazing proportions. Ere it was
finished the sincere and able Tuan Fang was destined to
lose his life at the hands of his own soldiers. The Viceroy,
Chao Erh Feng, was to be murdered at Chengtu, and many
another official was to suffer a like fate, while one of the
fairest of China’s provinces was to be ravaged by the
devastating agencies of fire and sword.



CHAPTER VI
PUBLIC OPINION IN 1911

HE first session of the Tzu Cheng Yuan came to an
end on the 11th of January, 1911. By this time the
strain between the Central Government and the provinces
was great. On the one hand the Senate had freely trans-
gressed the limits which had been set for its discussions,
and had sought to arrogate to itself almost the powers of
Parliament. The Central Government, on the other hand,
had not acted unreasonably. In response to the popular
demand they had ultimately yielded to the extent of halving
the period of probation remaining before granting a Parlia-
ment, and agreeing to the formation of a Cabinet, a pro-
ceeding which it seemed should have satisfied all reasonable
persons.

The matter, however, had ceased to be one of reason.
Given certain conditions, when a force has been set in
motion it gathers strength as it goes, in accordance with
the natural law. Only a stronger force can control it. In
China, for the first time in history, the people, wisely or
unwisely, had been endowed with an articulate voice. The
floodgates had been opened, but with the death of the late
Empress-Dowager the strong hand had been removed.

The situation would have been an immensely difficult one
for an old and experienced ruler, and the Prince Regent
was neither of these things. On the contrary, he had shown
himself weak and had surrendered to the pressure of his
environment. He had allowed himself to prefer Manchus
and ignore the claims of the Chinese. Princes of the blood
had assumed positions of political prominence which had
formerly been denied to them. The many schemes of
reform, involving such things as the laying of a foundation

a
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for the navy, the erection of costly buildings, and generally
the meeting of the material side of the demands of progress,
had opened the door to corruption on a scale that had never
before been practised. As we have seen, the policy of
centralisation was construed into an attempt not to weld
the country together in the bonds of an honest and strong
administration, but to drain the life-blood of the nation for
the benefit of those in high places. Finally, if the people
had been slow to believe that the old Empress-Dowager was
sincere in her programme of reform, public opinion was now
convinced, rightly or wrongly, that every vestige of Manchu
sincerity had long since disappeared.

The Republican party—that is to say the followers of
Dr. Sun Yat Sen—had long believed that in the expulsion of
the Manchus lay the only hope of true reform, and they
had been determined for many years on bringing about the
downfall of the dynasty. In this respect they were con-
fessed extremists of the most uncompromising type, and
were not open even to consider any alternative. It is cer-
tain, however, that a wise and moderate course of reform
under the Manchus, had such a thing been possible, would
have been best for the country, and it is probable that
had such a series of reforms been effected and their fruits
brought within the appreciation of the people, the influence
wielded by the party of Sun Yat Sen would have been
largely discounted. It is possible even that it might have
been diverted, and, seeking the way of least resistance, have
gone with the stream.

The element essential to & successful realisation of such
a possibility, however, was sincerity; and though the
Regent himself may have been sufficiently well-meaning,
his counsellors, behind the promise of reform, were felt to
be evading the just demands of the people.

In the year 1911 the feeling which for lack of a better
term must be called Public Opinion expressed itself fre-
quently and vigorously in favour of the immediate
convocation of & Parliament, and in many parts of the
country very extreme methods of protest were, and for some
time past had been, habitually resorted to. In China it has
always been an honourable and effective measure of revenge,
or for calling attention to official improprieties or the exist-
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ence of grievances, for the injured or protesting to commit
' suicide with due solemnity and adequate prominence. It is
the supreme test of sincerity. The protagonists of the new
ideas, without going the length of surrendering their lives,
| threatened it many times, and in the meantime backed up
their threats by the mutilation of ears and fingers, the
writing of memorials in blood, and so forth—as unpleasant
& method of reasoning to foreign ideas as from the Chinese
point of view it was cogent.

The Constitutional agitation, as distinct from the questions
centring in the Hukuang loan, was of rapid growth, and
seemed to the superficial observer to attain very considerable
proportions. Nor was it decreased when in the middle of
the year the new regulations for the Tzu Cheng Yuan,
which had been promised, or perhaps it would be more
correct to say threatened, were promulgated by Imperial
Edict and found to involve a substantial curtailment of the
privileges which during the opening session that body had
in practice enjoyed. Nevertheless, it is certain that the
agitation was in fact on a very much lesser scale than at
first sight appeared, and it is necessary to make some sort of
examination of the meaning of the term Public Opinion as
applied to China, and as to its state immediately before the
outbreak.

It has been shown that the intellectual and political con-
ditions of the country until very recent times were those of
remote antiquity. Of the 400,000,000 which constitute
China’s population merely & fraction of 1 per cent. could
either read or write. Scarcely a larger proportion had
travelled beyond their provincial boundaries.

But missionary, and not least medical missionary, effort,
the opening up of foreign trade with distant points in the
interior, travellers, the introduction in some parts of the
railway, the establishment of a cheap and effective postal
service, modern schools, the reform Decrees of Kuang Hisii,
the more recent pronouncements of the late Empress-
Dowager, the immense growth of the Press and the com-
parative freedom of its utterances,* the doings of the

* This was no more strongly illustrated than during 1911 in the series

of brilliant articles which appeared in the Min Li Pao, published in
Shanghai. This paper was under the able editorship of Sun Chiso Jen,
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Provincial Assemblies—all had combined, without perhaps
changing the people, gradually to accustom them to the idea
of change. Itis a process that has probably gone deeper
and had more considerable consequences than is generally
supposed. Moreover, the struggle for existence in China is
very keen. There is always, especially in the neighbourhood
of the great towns, a large population on the verge of want,
which at least has nothing to lose and may gain something
by change.

The stimulative effects of the war with Japan have already
been referred to, and in the same connection the spectacle
of a modernised Japan defeating a great Western Power in
1905 must not be overlooked.

An even greater preparation for change has been the
immense burdens under which the country has long groaned.
The reparation exacted after the Boxer troubles, though no
doubt attributed to foreigners, had also perhaps in a measure
begun to be recognised as among the results of indifferent
government. Other taxation too was increasingly heavy,
and the people, in particular the merchants, were tired of
endless impositions. Just as at other crises in the long
course of China’s history, when the limit of endurance had
been reached, the people rose in their wrath in response to
the call of some new leader and overturned their oppressors,
so now the country at large was thoroughly discontented
and neither unready nor averse to change.

All these things, however, were in & sense mainly negative.
By themselves they were not as yet strong enough to form
what could be called a public opinion among the masses,
and that which people were wont to call Public Opinion,
with its so frequent and ferocious demonstration, resided
not with the many but with the few. These few were in
the main the gentry and the students.

To refer to the latter first, it will be remembered that the
T'ung Meng Hui had been founded in Japan in 1905, with
its frankly revolutionary aims and its watchwords, ‘The
People’s Voice, the People’s Authority, and the People’s
Prosperity.” In the students abroad Dr. Sun Yat Sen saw
to whom reference has already been made, and who has played a part in

the progressive movement that is scarcely appreciated by those who only
look on the surface of things.
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the material for the regeneration of China ready to his hand.
It was then that the policy was deliberately embarked upon
of freeing the country by means of its youth, who after the
completion of their education would return home and, taking
up official positions, teaching in the schools, joining the
army or entering into business life, would exert their influence
over those with whom they were brought into contact.

It is difficult, in fact impossible, to estimate the number
of such men who in the intervening years have returned to
China, but in relation to the population they must be con-
siderably less than a small fraction of one-tenth of 1 per cent.
Nevertheless they have exercised an immense influence. In
the first place the system of family makes for the increase
of the extent of individual influence. And secondly, they
are so scattered throughout the country and so filled with
enthusiasm that they have made great numbers of converts,
especially in the schools and colleges, and also in the army,
though of the latter at this time necessarily but little was
heard. *

Unfortunately most of the students, especially those
educated in China, are young and inexperienced men. In
many cases their education is of & superficial order. Their
minds are filled with Utopian visions and catchwords, and
they are imbued with the ambition to import into China the
institutions of other lands, without due regard to her peculiar
requirements.

That section of society, on the other hand, which is not
too happily described by the term ‘“gentry,” represents those
persons who by education, birth, or wealth have attained
locally a certain position and celebrity. They are a product
or an extension of the communal system to which reference
_ bhas already been made, and custom has long assigned
to them a considerable say in provincial affairs. Con-

* A definite policy, initiated by Sun Yit Yiin, who has been already
mentioned (vide ante p. 41) was embarked upon for undermining the
loyalty of army officers and securing their conversion to Republican
ideals. Sun himself became very active in this connection at Nanking,
but was captured towards the end of 19068, and only the influence of his
uncle, 8un Chia Nai, the Grand Councillor, saved his head. S8un was re-
leased when Hguan T'ung came to the throne, but a colleague, Hu Yung,
who was captured at the same time at Wuchang, was not so fortunate,
remaining in prison till released by the revolutionaries in October, 1911.
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sisting as they do of literati, successful merchants, and
prominent landowners of the province, they represent
perhaps the nearest approach to public opinion, and on the
whole might be expected to be of conservative tendencies.

The influences, however, which have prepared the minds
of lesser men for change had operated in many instances to
produce in this upper stratum of society aspirations towards
political reform. Moreover, of recent years the students
have been industriously at work amongst them, with the
result that in many provinces they are largely converts to
the new ideas.

Such were the elements into which, apart from the official
classes,* the population of China in 1911 might have been
resolved. There was the huge mass of easily governed
people, who only ask for stable conditions under which to
till the soil and ply their trade, passively alive to the possi-
bilities of change, but entirely ignorant of distinctions in
political institutions. There were the gentry, in many
instances scarcely less ignorant and frequently allowing
themselves to be dominated against their surer instinct by
the advocates of a new political order. There was a large
section of army officers of progressive views. Finally, there
was the young and active student, idealistic and generally
honest, waiting for the opportunity to move and to put into
practice those theories of novel institutions which he already
saw in imagination resulting in & model State.

* The official classes contained & number of men of progressive views,
notably in the persons of students of an earlier generation trained in
foreign schools, a considerable proportion of whom might be relied upon
when the time came to throw their influence on the side of progress.



CHAPTER VII
THE OUTBREAK AT WUCHANG

HE state of the country in the early part of 1911
determined the leaders of the new principles of political
thought to bring about a rising at an early date. It was
felt that the time had come when a resolute movement
would compel the adherence of the country at large and
encompass the downfall of the existing regime. Anything
like & universal plan, however, in the sense of concerted
action throughout the provinces, was felt to be impossible.
In the first place, the greater the number of persons in
possession of the details of the scheme the greater the
risk of discovery with its resultant failure. Again, the
conditions in the various cities differed so considerably that
it would be impossible to foresee all contingencies. Finally,
the difficulties of communication in a country of huge
distances, where the telegraph and postal communications
were under Imperial control, made it impossible to adopt
any general plan, since at the eleventh hour it might
require to be altered in some material particular.

In these circumstances it was decided that the rising
should take place a# one point, adherents in certain other
centres being warned to hold themselves in readiness for
the outbreak. When it occurred, which might or might
not be on the arranged date, as local circumstances should
finally dictate, they were to be guided in their individual
action by the measure of its success and their own oppor-
tunities for effective co-operation.

This plan had much to recommend it. It was not to be
assumed that the proposed attempt would necessarily be
the successful one, and, if not, it would probably be regarded
as merely a local or sporadic outbreak if confined to one or

o
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two centres, whereas an unsuccessful effort on an extended
scale would afford the authorities the opportunity for crush-
ing much of the life out of the movement, striking at several
points at once, and setting it back for several years. In the
event, as will be seen, the wisdom of the controlling minds
was more than justified.

The plan ultimately decided upon was for a rising to take
place at Canton. If successful, Nanking and Wuchang and
the principal cities of the Yangtze Valley from Shanghai to
Changsha would immediately follow. Other places, where
the revolutionary committees and influence were not so
strong, must be left to chance and the condition of local
feeling at the moment. The date fixed upon was the 29th
day of the third moon, corresponding to the 28th of April.*

It is now matter of history how the rising at Canton took
place and was shortly crushed, its only result being the
killing by bomb of the Tartar General, Fu Chi, a harmless
old gentleman of agreeable presence and dignified mien,
whose only offence was to be born & Manchu and to repre-
sent a hated order.

With the failure of this attempt the leaders had to com-
mence their preparations for a further effort, which it was
decided should be made towards the close of the year at
‘Wuchang. Once more, however, Fate interposed her hand,
this time causing the outbreak to come before its time.

Pending the arrival of the appointed day,t the trusted

* The statement has been made, adding a picturesque touch, that the
date was chosen in compliance with an old prophecy contained in the
Shao Ping Ko of Liu Po Wen, no ordinary diviner, whose writings five
centuries ago have been interpreted as having foretold the end of the
Mings, the coming of the Manchus, and their subsequent decline
and fall.

+ As an illustration of the loosely-knit nature of the revolutionary
organisation and the uncertainty and secrecy attending their plans, it may
be mentioned that a prominent revolutionary, a friend of the writer for
many years, now holding high Government office in Peking, gave the date
as the 19th day of the ninth moon (November 10, 1911), a very propitious
day according to the meaning ascribed to the S8hao Ping Ko. Another
equally reliable and presumably well-informed authority, who was one
of the leaders of the movement and subsequently became Military
Governor of a province, informed the writer that the rising was to take
place on the first favourable opportunity that occurred in the 10th
moon, the first day of which would correspond to the 22nd of November.
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agents of the revolutionary party at Wuchang had their
headquarters at a house in the Russian Concession at
Hankow, where they were engaged in the business of
manufacturing bombs. Suddenly in the afternoon of the
9th of October an explosion occurred and betrayed the
nature of their occupation.

In the raid which followed a few arrests were made, while
the premises were found to contain bombs already made,
bomb-making materials, revolutionary pamphlets, flags,
white sleeve badges, maps of Wuchang, plans for allo-
cating positions for attack on the city gates, and, lastly,
a long list of names which appeared to be the members’
roll.

The leaders of the party, two men of the name of Sun Wu
and Liu Kung respectively, both contrived to escape arrest.
The former, placed temporarily hors de combat by having
part of his face blown off by the explosion, was privately
removed by friends and treated until well enough to resume
his active labours. The latter, fortunately for the revolu-
tionaries, was still free to act and alive to the needs of the
gituation. He saw clearly the dangers of delay. It is true
that the revolutionary preparations still lacked that com-
pleteness at which they aimed. Nevertheless they were
well advanced, and the disadvantage of anticipating the
course which had been determined upon was- more than
off-set by other considerations. The conditions that make
for successful action against the established order of things
are mainly surprise and spirit. In times of trouble the
constituted authorities have an immense advantage. They
can move openly and act entirely as circumstances may
dictate, especially in a country where there are no
niceties of judicial process and vengeance is swift and
sure.

On the other hand, those in revolt can only co-operate
secretly. They run the immense risk of having their
organisation broken up in detail, and their plans fail
through the misunderstanding which is so frequently
attendant on secretly concerted action. Finally, once the
relentless hand of Government is at work dealing out
retribution the spirit of the weaker brethren fails, for it
takes a stout heart to resist the spectacle of captured
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comrades being hurried away on their long journey to the
“Yellow Springs.”*

The circumstances of the present capture and the extent
of the exposure which must ensue left the revolutionaries
with no alternative but to strike at once, and to strike hard.
Consequently, Liu Kung placed himself in communication
with the soldiers—members of that Model Army, the long
designed instrument to work the revolutionary will, and by
a strange irony destined to play so great a part in securing
the downfall of the Imperial House. In pursuance of the
revolutionary plans they had for long been the object of
solicitude, especially during the past year, and were now
agreed to strike a blow. Liu Kung urged that the time had
now arrived, and that they must rise that night if they
would save the situation. But through misunderstanding,
lack of nerve, or some other cause, the rising did not then
take place. In the meantime the Viceroy and the officials
at Wuchang were busy making arrests, the clue to which
had been found on the Hankow premises.

Of the persons arrested, some thirty in number, three
were executed outside the Viceroy’s yamen as the dawn
broke next day.

When the night passed without incident, Liu Kung, full
of anxiety for his wife and brother, who had been arrested
and were still under examination, and in despair for the
cause, once more got into communication with the soldiers,
without whom he was powerless. This time he was suc-
cessful in inducing them to move, pointing out that therein
lay their only hope of safety. The list of revolutionary
adherents had been found on the Hankow premises, he
declared, and it was only a matter of hours before they
would be hunted down.

The rising was fixed for midnight, but apparently the
soldiers were impatient to begin, or saw their opportunity
earlier. At any rate they started about eight o’clock, it
then being the evening of October 10th.+

* The “ Yellow Springs,” also known as the ‘ Nine Springs,” is the
Chinese equivalent of * the undiscovered country from whose bourn no
traveller returns.”

} This date, by some curious chance, happened to correspond with
the 19th of the Chinese moon, and therefore, in accordance with the
Shao Ping Ko, was of happy augury.
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Despite the fact that the outbreak was premature by a
matter of some weeks, the occasion of the rising was not
inopportune. As has been seen, the large and populous
province of Szechuen was in revolt. A substantial body
of troops had been withdrawn from the Hupei command
to deal with the disturbance, and was out of reach of the
provincial authorities. Again, the Provinces of Hunan and
Hupei were ripe to rise in arms in protest against the
Government railway policy. Finally, a large section of
the army was at Yungpingfu, in the north-east of Chihli,
for the autumn manceuvres, a circumstance which, though
favourable to the Imperial cause, in the sense that it meant
that the troops were on a war footing and ready for instant
mobilisation, afforded the incalculable advantage attaching,
at such a juncture, to an opportunity for the exchange of
views between officers of revolutionary convictions.

But if the time was not inopportune, neither did the base
of operations leave anything to be desired. Situated on the
south bank of the Yangtze, and almost exactly in the centre
of the eighteen provinces, Wuchang is a great walled city of
nearly 500,000 inhabitants, the riverine port of a rich hinter-
land. Opposite, on the northern shore, are the two cities of
Hanyang and Hankow, the former. famous for its great
arsenal and iron and steel works, the latter at present of
necessity content to be the fourth Treaty Port of China, but
destined for greater things. Hanyang and Hankow, in their
turn, are separated by the Han River. ‘‘The Three Cities,”
as they are called, together form a great emporium for the
central provinces. Assuming the revolutionaries to succeed
in establishing themselves on both sides of the Yangtze,
arms, ammunition, commissariat, and a sympathetic country
on which to draw for recruits—in fact, a valuable instalment
of the necessary ingredients of a successful campaign—were
already assured. Not only so. Such a successful move-
ment in the heart of the country must radiate strong
influences and inspire the revolutionary brethren in other
centres to submit their lives and fortunes to the touchstone
of success and forthwith raise the standard of revolt in the
sacred cause of political liberty.

The details of the outbreak will never perhaps be co-
herently and at the same time conclusively told. The
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Republican view is frankly to the effect that in the circum-
stances of the rising there could have been no suceessful
consummation had the Viceroy, Jui Ch’eng, been a strong
man. Their experience at Canton in the spring must, they
say, have been repeated. Of the 8,000 troops in Wuchang
they could rely on less than 2,000, and the bomb explosion
in Hankow on the previous day had given the authorities
ample warning. Apart from this, it had been well known
for months both to the Viceroy and to Chang Piao, who
held the Hupei command, that sedition was rife amongst
the troops, and some considerable time earlier a series of
measures, which, however, had not proved particularly
effective, had been initiated to check its growth.*

It is possible that this explanation is no mere Republican
boast. Certainly the course of events showed that once the
outbreak had occurred at no stage was any real resistance
offered.

On the other hand, it is equally possible that the soldiers
were converts to revolution in far larger numbers than has
been admitted. It must also be remembered that those
pledged to revolt had the immense advantage of being
imbued with one idea, and knew on whom they could rely,
while those who remained loyal had no means of telling
who were with them and who against. Finally, at best
they were a faint-hearted band, with no great sense of
loyalty, and at this time in a state of considerable discontent.

On the same side of the account it is but just to mention
that Jui Ch’eng, in the course of his career, had shown
himself not lacking in many of those qualities that go to
the making of men. Amongst many he had earned the
reputation of being one of the most competent of provincial
officials. Nor was he without experience. He had an
intimate knowledge of the Yangtze Valley and of the fierce
anti-dynastic sentiment which prevailed. A Manchu him-
self, doubtless he could scarcely have failed to realise all
that the loss of Wuchang must mean to the ruling House,
and it is but reasonable to suppose that he would have
resisted further had he not imagined that resistance would
be in vain.

* 80 much was admitted by Jui Ch'eng in his memorial to the
Throne reporting the outbreak ; vide Chapter IX,
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The actual outbreak seems to have run on the following
lines. About eight o’clock the troop of Engineers forming
part of the 8th Regiment delivered an attack upon the
camp outside the city. For a time some resistance was
offered. The other regiments, however, were for the most
part half-hearted, and soon realised that they were faced
with an organised movement. Within half an hour the
barracks fell, the still loyal troops taking refuge in flight,
while the rest threw in their lot with the revolutionaries.

The attention of the revolutionaries was next directed to
the Viceroy’s yamen and other important vantage-points.

The Viceroy’s yamen seems to have been defended by a
loyal regiment of cavalry. But after a time, the resistance
offered here ceased to be of a serious character. According
to his own statement, the Viceroy had early made up his
mind that the situation was not only desperate, but hope-
less; and hardly had the attack commenced, when he and
his family are said to have fled to the protection of a
gunboat lying in the river.

Details, unfortunately, are lacking of the events of the
eventful night, but imagination pictures something of the
circumstances of the Viceroy's flight. One can see the
once powerful satrap, a few hours ago the ruler over two
vast provinces, shorn of his pomp and magnificence,
sarrounded with but a handful of faithful retainers. Face
to face with Death, before whom all men stand equal,
imagination conjures up the few hurried preparations, the
departure by some unaccustomed door, the hurried flight
through the narrow streets of the city. From the rear
would come the sounds of the pandemonium which still
raged, all around would be the apprehensive quiet of a
great populace, all unknowing what the next few hours
would bring.

If life counted to him for anything, it was well for Jui
Ch’eng that he took refuge in flight. In any case, he
could not have defended his yamen. It is true that so
long as the defending force made a stout resistance, and
it remained a matter of street fighting, a considerable
attacking force could be kept at bay; but with the artillery
in rebel hands, it could, at best, only be a case of hours.
The whole of Wuchang is dominated by Serpent Hill,
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which rises in the centre of the city itself, and the hill had
early been occupied by the revolutionary guns.

As to what would have been Jui Ch’eng’s fate had he
remained, there can be no manner of doubt. The revolu-
tionaries, with their blood aroused, were in no mood to
spare Manchu man, woman, or child. The word had gone
forth to wipe out the hated race. Once inside the yamen,
a search was made for the Viceroy and his entourage from
which there could have been no escape. The maze of
courtyards was overrun with rough soldiery. The private
apartments of the man who, but a few hours previously,
had held over them the power of life and death were
invaded by an infuriated mob seeking an unreasoning
vengeance. The sack was complete. The buildings were
in part destroyed by fire. In Wuchang the old order had
passed away.

The rout and flight of the Imperial authorities repre-
sented a great trinmph for the revolutionary cause. But
many and grave difficulties were ahead, heavy burdens on
the youthful and inexperienced shoulders of Liu Kung and
his associates. The principal difficulty, or at least the one

that loomed nearest, was the question of the control of the
" soldiery. They had tasted blood, and were already engaged
in that fierce Manchu hunt which formed such a blot on
the revolutionary cause. It might be assumed that an
indescribable course of loot and rapine must ensue if the
strong hand to which they were accustomed, just now
withdrawn, was not soon reasserted. In the emergency
they turned to Colonel Li Yuan Hung.

Li Yuan Hung was in his forty-eighth year, and held the
position of Colonel of the 21st Mixed Brigade, under the
general command of Chang Piao. A Hupei man, he had
been educated at the Tientsin Naval College, whence he
had been drafted into the fleet, serving under Admiral Sah.
At the close of the Japanese War he was employed by
Chang Chih Tung, the Viceroy at Nanking, on fortification
works. A little later, he went to Japan, with the object of
undergoing a practical training in military life in one of the
Japanese corps. Upon the completion of his education he
again joined Chang Chih Tung, this time in Hupei, where
the Viceroy had now been transferred.
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During this period Li Yuan Hung performed valuable
services in the training of the new army, but despite his
efficiency, it is said that General Chang Piao’s obsequious-
ness and ambitions ever gained him the precedence, while
Li Yuan Hung could not secure the leading place for which
he was so fully qualified. And again, at a later period,
when Jui Ch’eng became Viceroy, the wealth and flattery
of Chang Piao, according to Chinese accounts, continued to
retain for him the premier position, while Li Yuan Hung,
the promising and accomplished, was still forced to be
content with a second place.

‘When appealed to in the early hours of the revolution,
Colonel Li at first refused the command which was offered
him. His caution revolted against a course which his more
liberal mind no doubt approved. The revolutionaries,
however, neither would nor could listen to a refusal, and he
was ultimately forced to consent, under threat of execution
should he persist in his present attitude.

Once committed to the cause of revolution, though
he may have sometimes been in doubt, he never really
looked back. A keen disciplinarian, but just, a man of
character and rectitude, with many friends, and enjoying
the regard and confidence of his men, the military difficulty
was solved, and General Li Yuan Hung, as he now
became, soon showed himself one of the party’s most
valuable assets.

In the meantime, fighting had not been stayed, many
of the yamen being attacked and destroyed. The only
serious resistance was that made by the Treasurer’s yamen,
which was defended by a Manchu guard. But in the end
this too fell, and Wuchang, for all practical purposes, was
in revolutionary hands.



CHAPTER VIII
HUANGTI, 4609

N anticipation of their success the revolutionary com-
mittee had prepared a Proclamation, which purported
to be issued by the General of the People’s Army early
the following day. It was significant of the situation that
the General was unnamed, the fact being, as has been
seen, that at the time of the preparation of the Proclama-
tion the adherence of Li Yuan Hung had not been secured,
and the ultimate leadership was still undecided.
~ As regards the document itself, though couched in some-
what monotonous terms, it was full of interest.
. “Iam to dispel the Manchu Government,” the unnamed
6 General was made to say, ‘“‘ and to revive the rights of the
Han people.”

It continued to the effect that those who concealed
Government officials, inflicted injuries on foreigners, dealt
unfairly with merchants or interrupted commerce would
be beheaded. The same fate was also promised to those
who gave way to slanghter, burning and rapine, or fought
against the volunteers.

On the other hand, those who supplied the revolutionary
troops with food-stuffs or ammunition, or brought in recruits
from the country, or gave information as to the movements
of the enemy, would be rewarded, while those would be
regarded as even more meritorious who afforded protection
to the foreign Concessions or guarded the Christian
churches.

Finally the Proclamation was dated ““ in the 4609th year
of Huangti.”

A few moments’ consideration of the contents of this

document, the main provisions of which have been thus
7
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summarised, reveals many points of interest. In the first
place, it is clear that those responsible for the direction
of the movement were fully alive to the necessity of
avoiding anything which might alienate the sympathies
of foreigners or excite their active hostility, The respect
which was enjoined under the severest pains and penalties
for foreign life and institutions was no doubt also intended
to suggest a tolerance and a breadth of vision which would
be an augury of happier times, when freedom of inter-
course between China and Western nations and the
development of the country’s vast resources on modern
lines might perhaps be free and unrestrained.

The extreme desirability of effecting the projected change
at the cost of a minimum of disorganisation of trade and
disturbance of the normal conditions of life amongst the
people seems to have been equally apparent. The provisions
for the protection of commerce and merchants and the
express recognition of the sanctity of the home, besides being
a sound economic measure, no doubt also represented a
serious attempt to secure the goodwill of the people, and
to endeavour to anticipate and prevent that wild rush from
the arena of war which previous experience no doubt dic-
tated as necessary. At the same time a sensible and
humane policy would appeal to foreign sensibilities.

Finally, the object of the movement was explicitly stated
at the commencement of the Proclamation, while in its
conclusion it was picturesquely hinted.

The revolutionaries aimed to encompass the fall of the
Manchu House and to substitute some sort of purely
Chinese regime. They fought under the legend found
on the cover of the present work, which being inter-
preted ran, ‘“ Destroy the Manchu and Restore the Sons
of Han.” They seemed to propose to wipe out the pages
of history representing the Manchu domination, not, like
the French extremists of the Terror, by the foundation of
a new era, but by reversion to the earliest point in Chinese
chronology. History with China commences B.c. 2205,
with the Hsia dynasty. Tradition, however, exclusive
of the purely fabulous period, goes back for nearly
another seven hundred years, during which the country
was ruled by a succession of godlike beings called the
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Five Kings, the third of whom, Huangti, or the Yellow
Emperor, is ascribed to the year B.c. 2697. Huangti
was claimed to be the inventor of writing and of the
sexagenarian * Cycle of Cathay.” There is also a tradition
that he was the first purely Chinese ruler, hence the
determination to revert for computation of time to this
distant age.

The first day of the new order in Wuchang was occupied
in completing the subjection of the city. Though for all
practical purposes it was, as has been said, under rebel
control by the early hours of the morning, there were
still a few loyal troops at different points, while the com-
pleteness of the revolution had to be brought home to the
people’s minds.

There was, however, no serious resistance to the neces-
sary steps. During the night patrols of revolutionary
troops had been placed on the walls and guards at the
city gates. The artillery had taken up its position on
Serpent Hill, as has been already recorded. During the
day a few shells were from time to time directed at places
which were still nominally outside the rebel control. There
was, however, no real opposition, and Li Yuan Hung's
orders were strict that the minimum of destruction was
to be wrought, with the result that the city itself suffered
but little through the change. With the Chinese inhabi-
tants things seemed almost to resume the normal. It was
only otherwise with their unfortunate Manchu fellow
citizens, who were mercilessly hunted out, whole families
of them being ruthlessly destroyed.

This last phase, however, was not immediately or fully
appreciated, and the general impression was of well-
regulated order.

‘“As the day dawned,” ran the account of a foreign
missionary who was in the city, ‘“the fire became less
and the morning found us in the hands of the soldiers,
all of them wearing white bands on their left arms. But
they maintained an air of secrecy, and little could be
found out of what they represented. They claimed only
to be the Chinese Army. They were patrolling the city
streets and maintaining perfect order and assuring every-
one of protection, and by conducting themselves in a
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most exemplary way they restored great confidence in
both Chinese and foreigners. And so we in the American
Church Mission were able to proceed with our regular
work, and Boone University went on with its classes as
usual, as did other mission schools in the vicinity, and so
well ordered were the streets that the citizens went
quietly about or stood unafraid in their doorways, and the
impression got about that the city was guarded by Imperial
troops and that the rebellion had been mastered in the
night.

“After breakfast I climbed the hill upon which is built the
north city wall facing Hankow across the river, and inquired
of the citizens gathered there who the soldiers were. They
could not tell, so I proceeded along the wall to the Grass Lake
Gate, where I mixed with the soldiers and asked questions.
They all wore a white towel or any old rag on their left
arm, but guarded their talk quite as well as they guarded
the city, and I learned little. I-found no officers among
them and no prospects of any arriving later. The toughest
looking of the soldiers, besides carrying a rifle, wore also
the finest of the officer’s swords and sometimes a revolver
to boot.

“ No military system was to be detected ; the soldiers came
and went in the quietest way possible, but no one seemed to
be in command; it carried evidences of a well understood
scheme to control the city. An artilleryman straggled along
after a foot soldier, who might be carrying a fine overcoat
which evidently once belonged to an officer, and a cavalry-
man, known by his short gun, mixed with the crowd of
miscellaneous uniforms representing all branches of the
city’s military service. All pulled together with no de-
tectable cross purpose.”

At this stage the military strength of the revolutionary
party, or the People’s Army, as they preferred to call them-
selves, may be reckoned at approximately 6,000 trained
soldiers. In normal times the Hupei forces consisted of
the 8th Division and 21st Brigade, representing a force of
19,000 men, of which about 10,000 were quartered at
‘Wuchang. But some 2,000 of these troops had been
dispatched into Szechuen some weeks previously to deal with
the trouble there, leaving only 8,000 men in Wuchang. Of
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these it has been seen that at the time of the outbreak
some 2,000 were confessed revolutionaries. Of the balance
nearly 4,000 men threw in their lot on the night of the
rising, leaving approximately 2,000, or roughly one-fourth,
who remained loyal. Of these a few were killed, but the
greater portion made their escape safely across the river
to Hanyang. Among those to escape was the officer com-
manding the 8th Division, General Chang Piao.

The troops which thus formed the nucleus of the revo-
lutionary fighting force were part of that section of the
Model Army which had been trained in Hupei for the well-
known Chang Chih Tung, the former Viceroy, by German
officers, and they were as well equipped and of as high a
standard as any troops in the Empire.

For twenty-four hours’ work the progress achieved had
been as much as the most sanguine of the revolutionary
leaders could have hoped for. But the revolutionaries had
not only effected military control. They had also secured
the complete adherence of the local politicians. In the
course of Wednesday, the 11th of October, the Provincial
Assembly went over in a body, their President, T’ang Hua
Lung, a scholar noted through three provinces, being elected
Pien Chi Pu, a high office under the new administration.
Hu Yung, the colleague of Sun Yii Yiin, and pioneer with
him in the conversion of the army, had been released from
his long imprisonment and made civil adviser to Li Yuan
Hung. By the evening a provisional administration of
eight departments was well on the way to being formed.

It was not destined that their progress in the few days
following should be more slow. Under cover of night small
bodies of the revol